NEWS
from the Primary Phase
Friday 17th December 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
As another autumn term draws to a close, we have much to celebrate and be grateful for within our school community.
There have been particular highlights across every year group this half term. Our EYFS children were visited by the
Tooth Fairy, Noah Messomo delivered a wonderful African drumming workshop to our Year 1 children, and Year 2
enjoyed a trip to Marwell Zoo! Our Year 3 children have spoken to some local experts regarding the ways in which we
can protect our planet, which has been particularly pertinent with the COP26 summit taking place simultaneously.
Having found out that we can make a difference by walking, scooting or cycling to school, Year 3 have been busy
promoting active travel to school by leading initiatives such as ‘bling your bike.’ Our Year 4 children have been treated
to a Roman Army experience day, in which they made their own shields and practised making different battle
formations. In upper Key Stage 2, Year 5 were very excited to have visit from a Polar explorer, Ben Papworth, who
shared tales and experiences from his expedition to Antarctica. This half term, our Year 6 classrooms were transformed
into Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory and the children have made, packaged and marketed their own chocolate bars!
This half term, schools were required to administer a Phonics Screening Check to their Year 2 pupils and return the
results to their Local Authority. Despite enduring two periods of school closure during their first two years with us,
96.7% of our Year 2 children met the standard of the Phonics Screen. They have all made outstanding progress with
their phonic knowledge and we are so incredibly proud of them.
During the season of Advent, we have been hearing about the special job that
John the Baptist had in helping people to get ready for the coming of Jesus. In
this week’s Gospel, John told the people that they should change their lives
for the better by sharing what they had with others. We have reflected on his
message and looked for ways to help others around the world. As always, our
community has demonstrated an incredible response to the charities and
initiatives that we have chosen to support this half term…
Our Shoebox Appeal this year saw us donate 83 boxes to the campaign.
The Rotary Club have written to thank us and share the news that, in total,
they have been able to send 577 shoeboxes to disadvantaged children in
Romania, Montenegro, Albania and Moldova.
On Friday 12th November, the PTA hosted a ‘Wear Blue for Diabetes Day.’
The money raised (TBC) will go towards the local children’s diabetes team.
Finally, our Christmas Jumper Day also raised approximately £307 for Save
the Children.
Mrs Byles was able to share our virtual Harvest Festival celebration once
again with the Bournemouth Retired Nurses Home, who love to see our
children using their wonderful God-given talents!
On Thursday 2nd December, children from Year 6 and 3TM, who are committed members of our school choir, took part
in the St. Peter’s Advent Service at Our Lady Queen of Peace church in Southbourne alongside our senior school choirs.
It was a wonderful evening of reflection and prayer and many families commented on how moving they had found the
experience – particularly being able to enjoy the sound of children singing once more!

As you know, we have been very busy rehearsing and recording three distinct nativity plays
this year. Huge thanks go to Mrs Byles for putting her heart and soul into preparing yet
another musical triumph, especially whilst recovering from a period of illness herself.
Thank you so much for your help and support in practising lines and sourcing costumes for
our Christmas productions. The children looked brilliant! It is with great joy that I am able
to share the links with you for this year’s virtual performances. I really hope that you will
be able to enjoy the magic of watching them together at home and that they bring you
some top-notch festive-cheer:
EYFS and KS1 perform ‘Born In A Barn’ - https://youtu.be/ONlLTKtzwdg

Years 3 and 4 perform ‘The Magical Christmas Jigsaw’ - https://youtu.be/AywEH4nR73o

Years 5 and 6 perform ‘The Magical Christmas Jigsaw’ - https://youtu.be/yJRBmqkZ6aE

Thanks also go to Tarnia and the rest of the Chartwells team for providing us all with a
delicious Christmas dinner this Wednesday lunchtime. The teachers ensured that
classrooms embodied an atmosphere of celebration, with decorations and music to add
to the occasion. It was so lovely to see the children wearing a fantastic array of Christmas
jumpers and devouring such a delicious Christmas lunch.
Finally, we concluded our term today with our traditional ‘Carols Around the Tree.’ Although we had to remain within
our classrooms, Mrs Byles had prepared videos to lead us in singing our favourite Christmas tunes. We enjoyed our
sing-alongs simultaneously across the school and made so much noise that Father Christmas knew to call in! He visited
every classroom and even gave us all an early Christmas treat.
I wish you all a very happy and healthy Christmas and look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year.
Best wishes,
Liz Wogan
EWN@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk

Rainbows
The Chaplaincy Team are very pleased to announce that we will be able to offer the ‘Rainbows’ programme for primary
pupils again this year. Rainbows is a 12-week programme, led by trained volunteers, for children who have suffered a
significant loss through bereavement, divorce or separation. If your child is struggling through a painful experience,
this maybe be an opportunity for them to put their feelings into words, work through their grief and share with a
special someone outside the family.
Sessions take place weekly during the school day. The program will begin in January and
run until the beginning of May. If you are interested in finding out more about The
Rainbows programme, please contact Juliette, the School Chaplain: chaplaincy@stpeters.bournemouth.sch.uk
Sporting News
Bournemouth Year 6 Girls Football Tournament:
Our year 6 girls team recently took part in the Bournemouth competition at Littledown and performed fantastically.
We began with strong victories against Jewell (1-0), St Luke’s (2-0), Kingsleigh (1-0) and Malmsbury Park (2-0) which
saw us top our group and qualify for the semi-finals. Throughout the group stage, both Evie and Scarlett had their
shooting boots on, scoring all of our goals between them! Our defence of Alannah, Daisy and Jasmine were strong
throughout and helped us qualify without conceding a goal. Our semi-final saw us playing against St Katherines who
are usually an extremely strong team, but the girls showed excellent ability and commitment and played brilliantly to
record a 2-0 victory, with Evie scoring both of our goals. Unfortunately, the final was one game too far, and we suffered
a very close 1-0 defeat to St Walburgas. Our performance has earnt the girls a place in the Dorset-wide competition
after Christmas, where we will play against other schools from across the county. Well done to the team of Jasmine,
Alannah, Daisy, Rivah, Scarlett, Tilly and Evie on this wonderful achievement.
Bournemouth Year 5 Football Tournament:
Our year 5 team have also been in football action at Littledown where we enjoyed similar success to the girls! During
the group stage, we recorded victories against Parkfield (2-1), Malmsbury Park (2-1), Corpus Christi (3-1) and St Lukes
(5-0) with JJ, Nathan, Jack, Max S and Max O all scoring goals! The boys were delighted to qualify for the semi-finals,
especially as this was the first time many of them had played together. Unfortunately, we suffered defeats to Park and
Epiphany in this stage, but finished a fantastic third place overall. The team showed great maturity and effort
throughout and I was proud of the way they represented St Peter’s school. There were a lot of positives to take from
their performance, and I’m excited to see how they perform in the league fixtures after Christmas. Well done to the
team of Luke, Jack D, Max S, Max O, Jack C, Elliot, JJ and Nathan.
Bournemouth Year 6 Invitation Cup:
A squad of boys from year 6 played against fellow local schools in the recent football ‘Invitation’ Cup. This tournament
allows children to flourish in a supportive environment and it was a wonderful opportunity for lots of children to
represent St Peter’s. We played six friendly matches in total, and finished with a very respectable record of three wins
and three defeats in matches against Park, St Walburgas, Epiphany, St Lukes, Parkfield and St Michaels. For some of
the boys, this was their first-time playing football in a competitive competition and they enjoyed the chance to play
together in a team of friends that were so encouraging of one another. It was a joy to see the boys develop further
their football skills and understanding within each match, and I know some of the children were particularly happy to
have scored some goals! Well done to the team of Oliver, Abel, Daniel, Ozkan, Jack, Lorenzo, Pawel and Jake.
Music News
We have had another busy half term of music making in all year groups! We were
fortunate to be able to borrow a class set of djembe drums from Soundstorm so
all year groups have experienced being an African drummer!
Our orchestra had been working really hard on Wednesdays after school, learning some of our favourite worship songs
to enhance our Prayer and Praise opportunities. Sadly, the orchestra has had to be put on “hold” temporarily, due to
various COVID restrictions. We very much hope to resume orchestra as soon as possible – you will be informed once
this is possible!
Choir rehearsals have also proved a little challenging this half term where we have had to keep classes and year groups
separate. This has meant performing things a little differently to usual! We would normally have taken a group of

children to the Pavilion in November, for the annual Bournemouth School’s Music Association Carol Concert. Like so
many things, this was unfortunately cancelled again this year. Schools were instead invited to record a song, and
submit it to be included in a Virtual Carol Concert. Our singers from 3TM did a fabulous job with their song “Turn Down
The Lights” – their performance, along with the rest of the Virtual Concert, can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcG6Y3TLQL8 (our choir appears at about 18 minutes).
Instrumental lessons will resume in the 1st week back after Christmas. All children should have received 10 lessons this
term – any lessons missed due to a child testing positive for COVID will have been made up already, or will be made
up at the beginning of next term. Please ensure that payment has been made, as no lessons can be scheduled for
January without payment in advance. Mrs Neagle, our woodwind teacher, is leaving this week. Therefore, woodwind
lessons (flute and clarinet), will not resume until a new teacher is in post.
Bike It!
As part of their current theme, our Year 3 children have been thinking of changes we can make to our everyday
routines to protect our planet. With the support of Amanda, our Sustrans Bike It Plus officer, they have hosted a ‘Bling
your Bike’ to promote active transport to
school. This involved decorating the bike shed
using recycled materials and writing
persuasive letters to encourage us all to
consider how we travel! Throughout this
week, it has been a delight to see so many
children actively travelling to school on their
decorated bikes and scooters! Well done!
News from Forest School
It was another busy, fun-filled half term of Forest School! We had a final session for the groups from the previous half
term, which included hot chocolates with marshmallows toasted on the fire! Yummy!

Next up, it was the turn of groups from 1AS and 2LM as well as our Reception group from RSR. We began with
discussions about our natural environment and a nature scavenger hunt, while the children from Reception showed
off their recall skills in a nature memory game.
In the following weeks, we enjoyed lots of Forest School activities such as den building, bug
hunting and stick people making, as well as taking advantage of the autumnal vibe with
making massive leaf piles and lots of leaf art! Reception children also did bark rubbing and
lots of balancing on the slack line! Years 1 and 2 also made their Forest School "cookie
pendant" necklaces and then cooked calzone pizzas- delicious!
Last week, we welcomed Amanda Shorey from Sustrans, who took time out from helping
our school bling their bikes and scooters, to come and talk to us about lichen and how it can
show us if our environment is very polluted or not. We spotted lots of different types of
lichen on all of our trees and did surveys. We all learnt a lot and had fun at the same time!
We are also working on exciting plans to develop the Forest School area- so watch this space!!
We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas break- and see if you can get out to explore nature in the holidays!
Best wishes from Mr Motte

Reception News
Reception have had an action-packed half- term. Our first
topic, ‘Fantastic Foods’ was a great hit (who doesn’t love
food?). We enjoyed trying a variety of different foods and
discussed their taste, texture and appearance. This led to us
composing our first sentence and using our newly learnt
phonics knowledge to sound out and write the foods we
disliked. Our ‘fabulous finish’ saw us thinking about how
lucky we are as we collected food for the food bank. Thank
you to all Reception Parents - the food bank were thrilled!
Our second topic, ‘Tooth Tales’, took us all by surprise when we discovered we had been
visited by a tooth fairy. We found a fairy door, fairy dust and a tiny, little note addressed
to our classes. We had a special task from Tina the Tooth Fairy asking us to tell Year 2 how
to brush their teeth (tooth fairies like pearly white teeth). We excitedly started off our
topic by making a fairy garden so the tooth fairies had somewhere to sleep when they
visited us. We then began to talk about how we brush our teeth at home, how long we
must brush our teeth for and how many times a day. We even had a real-life dentist come
and visit us to teach us a song and give use our own mini toothpaste. Thank you, Dentist
Suzie! We shared our teeth brushing knowledge with Year 2 by making videos with
instructions on ‘How to Brush Your Teeth’. Our topic finale is taking place next week with
a class pyjama party. We will be having some hot chocolate, listening to stories and we
may even get a secret visit from a very important fairy.
This half term, we have continued to build upon our knowledge and love of God. We have been discussing Advent and
answering our big question, ‘How should we get ready for Christmas’. This has involved thinking about things we can
do for others and ourselves other than giving and receiving presents. We have learnt that Advent is about preparing
for Jesus’ birth.
Our teachers are so proud of the progress we have all made in our reading and phonics. We are beginning to read
sentences and captions in our lessons and making good progress with reading short words. In addition to this, we are
also starting to practise our letter formation and trying to remember the rules for each letter and remembering to
start on the left-hand side when we write.
In maths, we have been continuing with our number of the week. We have been looking
at different concepts that include this number e.g. time, money and shape. We have also
been exploring how the number is made up by making bar models, part whole models
and using Numicon and our amazing 5 and 10 frames. We have also linked our art to our
maths and been creating Mondrian pictures using our knowledge of squares and
rectangles and remembering our primary colours.
Remember, you have your Oxford Reading Buddy login to use during the Christmas holidays but also enjoy reading
your own story books from the shelves talking about what might happen on the next page and the main events in the
story.
All of the children have worked incredibly hard this half term and we wish you all a very restful break and a very Happy
Christmas.
The Reception Team

Year 1 News
This half term, we started our new topic, ‘Out of Africa’, with a BANG
when Noah, an African drummer, came to visit. Noah taught the
classes how to correctly play the djembe drums and everyone had a
wonderful time dancing to African music.
The children listened carefully to Noah as he described where he is
from and told us about all the animals he met when he lived in Africa.
Both Noah and the Year 1 adults were very impressed with the
insightful questions that the children asked.
Our visit from Noah nicely linked to our writing! The children had lots of fun creating their own wonderful djembe
drums. Following this design project, we unpicked the features of instruction writing and the children can now name
lots of ‘bossy verbs’ used at the start of an instruction sentence.
In Maths this term, we have continued to learn about addition and subtraction. The children are now confident in
using the strategy of counting forwards and backwards from a given number. We have also learnt about 2d and 3d
shapes. It would be great if, over Christmas, the children could use their new shape knowledge. Can they spot shapes
on wrapping paper or draw shapes on a Christmas card? Could the children think about what shape their presents
are?
Both classes have continued to impress us with their progress in phonics and have enjoyed learning about all the
alternative sounds in Phase 5. After Christmas, we will continue to focus on using Phase 5 sounds and apply our
knowledge to read alien words. You will find all phase 5 sounds in the front cover of your child’s reading record. Any
work on this at home would be greatly appreciated. As stated in previous communication, ‘Obb and Bob’ or ‘Buried
Treasure’ are the best free online games for this (https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources).
In RE this term, Year 1 have enjoyed learning about different saints and the example
they set for us to follow. During this special time of year, we have also learnt about
how we prepare ourselves for the birth of baby Jesus on our journey through
Advent. During worship, we have focused on the different ways that we can
demonstrate Faith, Hope, Peace, Love and our appreciation of Christ.
To celebrate the end of our topic, the children worked together as classes to design
and create their very own class African Kente cloth. Having taken inspiration from
African textiles, they used felt to fabricate their own square. We joined them all
together to make our own class cloak to match that of the Sky God Nyames from
our topic book!
Thank you all so much for your continued support this term. We are especially
grateful for your help with the children’s reading and Mathletics.
Wishing you all a restful and joyous Christmas.
Best wishes, The Year 1 Team
Year 2 News
Year 2 have been busy in the second half of the autumn term! The children have been working hard and have engaged
in our new topic, ‘Meerkat Madness’. They have enjoyed listening to our Power of Reading text ‘Meerkat Mail’ by
Emily Gravett and have loved finding out about Sunny’s adventures to find the perfect home.
In Literacy, we have been learning about Meerkats and other types of Mongoose. The children were able to write an
information text about the different types of Mongoose that live in Africa. They are now experts in everything Meerkat
related including: where they live, how they behave and what they look like! The children have also been including
adjectives in their writing to make it more exciting.

After learning lots of interesting facts about where Meerkats live, how they behave and what they look like, we were
lucky enough to go on a trip to Marwell Zoo where we observed the Meerkats’ behaviour for ourselves. The children
loved applying their knowledge of tally charts, which they had learnt about in Maths, to record what they saw the
meerkats doing at the zoo. When we returned to school, the children wrote a fantastic non-chronological report
incorporating all the facts they had learnt throughout the topic, as well as a wonderful recount of our events at the
zoo. In Science, we have been learning about different animals and their habitats. The children have developed an
understanding about how animals adapt to their environment and the food chains that animals are in. It was great to
see some of the animals, that we have been learning about, at the zoo! We finished the topic by throwing Sunny a
welcome home party and the children used their artistic skills to create some fantastic decorations.
In RE, we have learnt about the lives of different saints and the qualities that a saint has.
We discovered that the Rosary is a special prayer that helps to remind us of important
parts of Jesus’ life, through the eyes of his mother, Mary. Recently, we have started our
new RE unit of Advent and have discussed the meaning of the Advent wreath and how it
helps us to prepare for Christmas.
In Maths, the children have successfully grasped the concept of multiplication and
division and we are so proud of how they are developing into such brilliant
mathematicians. We are continuing to apply our mathematical knowledge and make
connections in our work through challenges. The children have also loved applying their
knowledge of tally charts to create a bar chart from the observations we made of the
Meerkats at Marwell zoo.
In addition to all of this, the children have been working incredibly hard practising their nativity song. We would like
to thank you for your hard work and support this term and wish you a very Merry Christmas. We look forward to
seeing you in the New Year.
Miss Morris and Miss Pepper
Year 3 News
After a magical start to this half-term, where the Year 3 classrooms turned into terrific tin forests, we began our topic
by writing diary entries to document the shock and amazement that we felt when we arrived at school. This introduced
our class text ‘The Tin Forest’ and helped us create some very descriptive pieces of writing, using a range of different
sentence structures. We also learnt how to use a thesaurus to enhance our vocabulary choices.
Following this, we considered the story through the old man’s perspective thinking about the glum, dull life he had
living in a land full of junk, and how he dreamed every night of a lively jungle. Both classes embraced their creative
sides by making their very own ‘Tin Forest Dream Jars’, including all the wildlife the old man dreamt of. During our art
lessons, we have learnt about the work of Japanese sculptor, Toshihiko Mitsuya, and tried some of his techniques,
using aluminium foil. We have continued to record our creative ideas, sketches, and findings, within our sketch books,
which are looking fantastic - we are very proud of these special books!

Over the last few weeks, we have been looking at plants and their life cycle. We carried out
an experiment where we put plants in different environments to see if and how their growth
was affected. The plant that was in the class and had all the right elements to grow, had us
in awe! We then used all of our new knowledge to write an explanation text around how
plants grow and their lifecycle.

In maths, we have been busy focussing on multiplication and division. We have enjoyed learning our times table songs
which have helped us to complete some tricky calculations! The children have used a range of different methods this
term to answer mathematical problems.
In RE, our theme has been Prayers, Saints and Feasts. We have explored how saints help us be more like Jesus. Through
class discussions, we have recognised the common qualities amongst saints, and thought about how different saints
have influenced our lives. During Advent, we have learnt about Mary’s life before the annunciation. We wrote a diary
imagining what Mary might have been feeling, and thought about her faith and how strong this would have been to
carry the Son of God. We also thought about Mary’s faith journey through her life experiences with Jesus.
We thank you for your continued support and wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
The Year 3 team
Year 4 News
This half term, we have been learning about the ‘Rotten Romans’! We started our topic
by becoming historians and studying sources to discover more about the history of the
Roman Empire. We then started to explore and learn about the many different emperors
that the Romans had. Using our note taking skills, we created a timeline as well as a mini
fact file for the most important. This led us to looking more closely at the most infamous
Roman leader, Julius Caesar. We continued to build on our information writing skills and
created a non-chronological report all about his life.
The Romans are famed for creating many of the things we use today, including roads! To
understand how they were built in those days, we created our own Roman Roads out of biscuits
and sweets – highly informative but also very tasty too!
Roman day was certainly one of the highlights of our half term! We loved dressing up and through the day, discovered
what it was like to be a Roman Soldier. After creating Roman helmets and decorating shields, we practised moving
into different battle formations!

In maths, we have been focussing on multiplication and division and have continued to work on our times tables recall.
We have now learnt the 6-, 7- and 9-times tables and are becoming confident in recalling our facts fluently. We are
always challenging ourselves to be even better – something that can definitely be helped with at home!
We are so proud with how Year 4 have dealt with the trials and tribulations of this term and how they have continued
to present us with fantastic work. We can’t wait to see what the rest of the year brings and thank you, as always, for
your continued support.
Have a wonderful Christmas!
Year 4 team

Year 5 News
This half term, Year 5 have been busy exploring polar regions as we’ve embarked on an ‘Expedition to Antarctica’ with
the famous explorer, Ernest Shackleton.
We began our topic by analysing the advert Shackleton wrote at the start of his expedition in 1914. We discussed the
risks and benefits of the voyage before writing an argument, detailing whether or not we would want to apply. Many
of us agreed that the hazardous conditions and warning of bitterly cold weather was a grim prospect. Using persuasive
writing features, Year 5 re-wrote the advert to include modal verbs and adverbs, as well as positive language choices,
to encourage people to apply.
Using our Power of Reading text, Shackleton’s Journey, we learnt about the crew that were successful in securing a
place on board the ship. We researched the life of some of the crew members before drafting a letter of application,
writing persuasively by focusing on the skills each person had to offer. When the crew set off for Antarctica, Shackleton
was shocked to discover a stowaway, Perce Blackborow, who joined the expedition when the ship was docked in
Buenos Aires. We considered how Perce would have been feeling during the three days he spent hiding in a locker,
waiting to be found. We documented our thoughts and feelings in a series of diary entries written from Perce’s
perspective, focusing particularly on our use of relative clauses and parenthesis to add extra information.
Unsurprisingly, Shackleton’s Trans-Antarctic expedition was fraught with danger, particularly when the crew found
themselves stranded after their beloved ship was mercilessly crushed by the ice. On Midwinter’s Day, Shackleton and
his crew sang songs and read speeches in an attempt to raise morale. After listening to a variety of motivational
speeches, Year 5 wrote their own, imagining what Shackleton might have said to his crew in order to lift their spirits.
The treacherous ice also became a focus of our Geography lessons, where we
spent time locating seas, ice shelfs and mountains. We then learnt more about
the world’s climate zones and biomes, identifying the defining characteristics of
a polar desert. To find out more, we were visited by a polar explorer, Ben, who
described his experience of Antarctica! He impressed us with his knowledge of
the wildlife found in the polar region and his images of the landscape left us in
awe! We were also amazed by how many layers of clothes he needed to take
with him to keep warm!
Our class text is full of wonderful illustrations which Year 5 were eager to recreate. We focused on repeating patterns
by replicating the compass design found on the book’s front cover. Coloured pencils were used to add detail and
emphasise the patterns we had designed.

We wish you all an enjoyable, restful and peaceful Christmas holidays.
The Year 5 Team.
Year 6 News
This half term, Year 6 have all been enthused by our wonderful chocolate-based topic. We started our topic by
exploring the process of making chocolate: from bean to bar. Drawing upon our geographical knowledge of climate
zones, we used atlases to locate tropical regions that are suitable for growing the cacao tree. From this, we were able

to identify the world’s largest producer and exporter of cacao beans: the Côte D’Ivoire. After learning about the
different stages in the chocolate making process, we created an explanation text using causal conjunctions to link our
ideas together. We also learnt about the difference between active and passive voice and how this can affect the
presentation of our ideas.
In Year 6, we are incredibly lucky to read a range of Power of Reading texts including Roald
Dahl’s famous book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Together, we unpicked and made
inferences about the different characters in the story, using relative clauses and well-chosen
adjectives to describe each of the five competition winners. This enabled us to write an
excellent newspaper article documenting Charlie’s find of the final Golden Ticket! To help
sensationalise our reports, we focused on incorporating a range of eyewitness statements,
ensuring the correct use of speech punctuation.
Throughout the story, Willy Wonka invites the children to explore his mysterious factory. Especially enchanting was
the Chocolate Room which Wonka takes great pride in sharing with his visitors. In Year 6, we are always thinking about
how to up-level our own and others’ writing to appeal to the reader. Consequently, we used Dahl’s writing as
inspiration when writing our own description of the Chocolate Room. In particular, we focused on our use of different
sentence structures including how to effectively use a semi-colon to join two independent clauses.
During our topic work, we were surprised to learn of the long and interesting history of chocolate dating back to the
Ancient Maya civilisation in the region of Mesoamerica. We enjoyed researching the social structure of the Maya as
well as identifying the importance of cacao to this indigenous group. The value of cacao was evident by its
transformation into a bitter tasting drink, known as xocolatl, used by kings and nobility during religious rituals and
before violent battles.
The Ancient Maya regarded cacao as a luxury ‘gift from the gods’ yet it is now an ingredient
enjoyed by many, often in the form of a chocolate bar. In DT, Year 6 have spent time
researching different brands of chocolate before designing and creating their own chocolate
bar complete with unique packaging. In Science, we have been learning about electricity and
how to create circuits including bulbs, motors and buzzers. From this, we designed our own
light-up board to advertise the chocolate bar we had created.
We were further able to demonstrate our creative talents in Art where we have
been learning about the famous artist, L.S. Lowry, who was known for his urban
landscapes. Using Wonka’s factory as inspiration, we created our own industrial
pictures by developing our use of 1-point and 2-point perspective.
We have been immensely proud of the enthusiasm the children in Year 6 have
shown towards their learning this half term.
We wish you all a restful and peaceful Christmas holiday.
The Year 6 Team.

Important Diary Dates
Monday 3rd January 2022

BANK HOLIDAY (In lieu of Saturday 1st January 2022)

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Classes commence for all Primary Phase year groups

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club will be cashless from January. Information regarding how you will be able to purchase food from
Breakfast Club will follow in the New Year. Please see below the choice of breakfasts available from the new Chartwells
menu:

