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Keeping Young People Safe in BCP

Following a survey on youth safety in the community, we asked parents, carers, and young people about their views via an
online survey and discussion groups at three schools in the BCP area. We received a high level of engagement from 267
parents and carers as well as 210 young people in Years 9 and 10.

This briefing will summarise the key findings of the surveys and an overview about county lines, recognising the signs and
where you can seek further support and information.
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** Police and Community Officers’ presence, particularly in specific areas, parks, and open areas
*** More information, advice and guidance for young people in and outside of school
** Workshops/information for parents/carers on spotting the signs of criminal exploitation and how to seek help

“* Increase youth workers, youth centres, activities to engage young people. Provide more mentoring and advice from
those who have been involved and managed to get out.
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https://crimestoppers-uk.org/

Young people in Years 9 and 10 were offered the opportunity to share their views via an online survey available
at three local secondary schools. There were 210 responses in total and below is a summary of their voices....
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Report non-urgent crimes to local Police?
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The key findings from the survey showed that young people are most concerned about being a victim of crime,
local gangs and being bullied. On the opposite end, young people felt least concerned about travelling to and
from school and being pressured to join gangs. The majority of young people said they felt safe in the area they
lived in during the day but felt less safe during the evening. To support with this, they said more CCTV in parks
and public places, more uniformed police officers and fewer drug dealers would help them feel safer in the area
they live. Just over half the young people asked knew how to report a non urgent crime to police and make a
report, this shows that young people would benefit from education on how to report something and what support
is available if they have any concerns. ‘Fearless’ offers advice to young people about crimes that may have
affected them and maintains their anonymity. It's part of Crimestoppers Fearless
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https://www.fearless.org/
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| WHAT IS COUNTY LINES?

I : : s ..
County line gangs use young people to prepare, store, deliver and sell drugs around the country or within the local communities
| by using coercion, intimidation, debt bondage (creating a debt the child has to pay back), violence and/or grooming. Gangs use
children because they are cheaper, more easily controlled and less likely to get picked up by police. Children exploited by county
I lines can be sent to different towns/counties to carry out tasks for the gangs. County line groups tend to use younger members tol
I identify and target other young people either through personal or social media links. There are four stages of young people being |
| recruited by exploiters for county lines:
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I Targeting stage Hooked stage Trapped stage |
This is when a person or gang This stage is where this person This is the stage where people Now you feel dependant on the

I target a young person who might try to get you used to their make you feel like you're a group, the relationship with the I
is vulnerable, as this reduces lifestyle, or train you up in what member of their gang, even person or group exploiting you

I their chances of getting caught. they're doing. At this stage a though actually they're just may start to become unpleasant, I
Signs of this stage Include a person or gang might: exploiting you for their own gain. as they reveal their true intents I

I person or group: Signs of this stage Include: or character. At this stage you

Make you feel wanted may experlence:
I ¥ Observing you, finding out ) ) #< You getting more I
your vulnerabilities, needs Give you gifts and rewards responsibilities within the # Threatening behaviour and
I and wants Test out your loyalty group eg more money physical violence I
I # Glamourising their lifestyle Offer you protection # You might be asked to ¥ People playing on your guilt, I
to you commit low level crimes shame and fear

I Relate to you and offer I
¥ Gaining and developing you advice ¥ You getting involved with ¥ Attempts to isolate you

I your trust trap houses from your family, friends I

Give you a sense of belonging d F

¥ Sharing information about ) ¥ Asking you to recruit ancisockely

I you with other members Give you a weapon others to the gang ¥ People forcing you to abuse I

I i Introduce you to more % Engaging in activities s e e I
#< Recruiting you to their eSt?bl'Shed members of such as drugs, alcohol pocs

I gang or friendship group their gang and sexual behaviour # |nvolvement in Class A drugs I

I (cooking or running) I
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® Young people may have to travel long distances to places they do not know, visiting or staying at unsafe properties to
deliver and/or sell drugs and return the proceeds of the sale.

= Exploiters are known to stage “muggings” where young people are robbed of these drugs or money and can be
subsequently punished through violence; this is to instil fear and create a debt to the exploiter. Threats and violence to
control young people is a major feature of county lines exploitation.

= Many young people who are being exploited through involvement in county lines will carry knives and weapons for
protection, raising the risk of serious injury.

= Not all drug related activity is linked to county lines, however, the risks to young people is similar including violence,
coercion, going missing, trafficking of young people to other areas, sexual exploitation, and anti-social behaviour.
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Spotting the signs | Information and
| Support

** Are they frequently going missing from school or home?|

“* Are they travelling alone to places far away from home?| <+ BCP Family Information Directory
“* Do they suddenly have lots of money/new clothes/new | .
mobile phones? * PACE

** Are they receiving a lot more calls or texts than usual?

** Are they carrying or selling drugs?

** Are they carrying weapons or know people that have
access to weapons?

“* Are they in a relationship with or spending time with

someone/people that are older and controlling?

Do they have unexplained injuries?

Do they seem like they have something to hide?

Do they seem scared?

+¢» Escape Line

++» Dorset Police

+¢» Pan-Dorset Safequarding Children
Partnership

o0

s StreetSafe Tool - The government is trialling a new
online tool which lets members of the public

anonymously pinpoint on a map locations where they
don’t feel safe.
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https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/home.page
https://paceuk.info/
https://www.escapeline.org.uk/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/countylines
https://pdscp.co.uk/working-with-children/child-exploitation/county-lines/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/safety-in-your-community/streetsafe

