Friday 12th March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
As you may be aware, The Department of Health and Social Care has made the following announcement:
Testing will continue to be a vital part of our response to coronavirus (COVID-19), supporting the roadmap
set out by the Prime Minister. As we cautiously ease restrictions in England, starting with the return of schools
and moving towards more social mixing at the end of March, we need to be sure that each COVID-19 case is
found as quickly and as easily as possible. Although cases are declining, everyone needs to play their part to
keep the virus under control while keeping children and young people in school.
As laid out in the roadmap, secondary school and college students will be tested twice a week, receiving three
initial tests at school or college before transitioning to twice weekly home testing. Primary school children
will not be regularly asymptomatically tested due to low levels of transmission between younger aged
children but will continue to need to come forward for tests if they have symptoms.
In addition to this, the government has confirmed twice-weekly testing using rapid lateral flow tests will
be given for free to all families and households with primary, secondary school and college aged children
and young people, including childcare and support bubbles, to help find more COVID-19 cases and break
chains of transmission. Twice-weekly testing will also be offered to adults working in the wider school
community, including bus drivers and after school club leaders.
With about a third of individuals with coronavirus showing no symptoms and potentially spreading it
without knowing, targeted, regular testing will mean more positive cases within households are found and
prevented from entering schools and colleges, helping to keep educational settings safe.
Rapid testing detects cases quickly – in under 30 minutes – meaning positive cases can isolate immediately.
This can be the difference between children being able to stay in school, or a class being sent home due to
an outbreak. It could also be the difference between a workplace having to close for a period, or being
able to stay open and running.
All households with primary and secondary school and college age children, and childcare and support
bubbles, will be encouraged to start regular twice-weekly testing as schools return. Tests will be available for
adults in these households to collect on 1 March. As with student testing, this is encouraged but not
mandatory. A secondary PCR test will be required for positive lateral flow tests which are taken at home,
either through at home PCR testing or at a local PCR testing site.
Testing in education settings is now well established, with 600,000 tests done at universities since last year
and more than three million rapid COVID-19 tests conducted in schools and colleges in England since 4
January, including regular testing for all staff.
Rapid, regular testing for new groups is one of a range of new measures designed to minimise the spread of
COVID-19 and support the successful return of more learners to face-to-face education and childcare settings.
Testing is an additional tool, working in conjunction with other protective measures that are in place in
schools to help protect staff and students including social distancing, handwashing and face covering. Schools
and colleges will not be expected to provide the test kits to families or administer the family testing
process. Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should book a PCR test online or by calling 119.

We welcome and encourage our parents and carers to engage with this household testing programme. As
stated above, it will help to protect our children and staff, and could be the difference between our children
being able to stay in school, or a class being sent home due to an outbreak.
In summary of the above:
 Primary school-aged children do not need to engage in asymptomatic testing
 Staff at school are encouraged to conduct a Lateral Flow Test twice a week – we have been doing this
since January
 Parents and carers living with primary-school aged children are now being invited to engage in home
testing by conducting a Lateral Flow Test twice a week
 Lateral Flow Test kits for parents and carers will not be distributed by schools.
How to engage in expanded regular asymptomatic testing:
 Contact your employer to ask if they can provide rapid lateral flow tests
 Find a local site to get tested at (https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites)
 Find a local site where you can collect tests (https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/)
Please note, new local collection sites are being set up all the time so click on the links above regularly to see
if additional options become available to you. Having explored the links above myself today, I found that
home test kits were available for collection from four sites locally. When you click on the ‘Not Busy’ caption,
a window will open with the details for that testing site. If you hover over the ‘Not Busy’ sign, then it will also
give you an indication of wait time.

I have attached the NHS guide to home testing so that you can better understand what the process involves.
Please continue to inform the school of any symptoms or positive test results as soon as possible so that
we can react accordingly to protect our community and contain the spread of Covid-19. Please notify us by
phoning the school office (01202 421141, option 3) or via our dedicated e-mail address if out of school hours:
covidtest@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk
Lateral flow tests are being used for asymptomatic testing. If any member of your household develops
symptoms of COVID-19, then the entire household must isolate until you have accessed and received the
results of a PCR test.
Best wishes,

Liz Wogan
EWN@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:
Regular testing of households and childcare support bubbles of primary and secondary school children is
another tool we are making available to help keep schools safe. We know that 1 in 3 people with COVID-19
don’t have any symptoms, so targeted, regular testing will mean more positive cases are kept out of schools
and colleges.
As we continue to roll out the vaccine, testing offers us a way forward. Sustained and repeated testing for
people without symptoms has a critical role to play as sections of society are reopened by driving down
transmission rates.
By everyone playing their part and getting tested regularly, vital public services, workplaces and educational
settings can stay open and running, and we can move closer to a more normal way of life.
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:
We are getting all children back in the classroom from 8 March, because it will bring huge benefits to their
education and wellbeing, and is a hugely important step in helping them recover from the impact of the
pandemic.
Testing family members will provide yet another layer of reassurance to parents and education staff that
schools are as safe as possible, building on the massive increase in testing for secondary school and college
students, and strengthened requirements around face coverings in areas where social distancing cannot be
maintained.
Professor Yvonne Doyle, Medical Director at Public Health England, said:
These rapid tests help uncover hidden cases of the virus and break chains of transmission, stopping outbreaks
before they occur.
Combined with other protective measures, they are a vital tool to help us lower infection rates and ensure
that they stay low.
I would encourage all eligible households to take up the offer of twice weekly rapid testing – it’s quick and
painless and could help save lives.

