NEWS
from the Primary Phase
Thursday 1st April 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
It has been truly wonderful to have everyone back together in school again these past four weeks. Our
classrooms have been filled with joy and enthusiasm for learning once more. After eight weeks of remote
teaching, Monday 8th March felt similar to the first week of September in many ways! Our children, as always,
rose to the challenge and readjusted to our systems and routines quickly. Although a number of teachers
have joked about missing the mute function that online lessons afforded, we are all so grateful to have
returned to classroom-based learning.
We have been so pleased with the quality of work our children are producing since returning to school. The
introduction of our daily live lessons, along with the level of support they received at home, has really helped
them to maintain and even progress their writing skills this time. So a huge thank you to you all for your
incredible efforts. We intend to continue apace making up for lost time in the summer term!
This week, we have been observing Holy Week. Across the school, the
children have been engaged in moving acts of worship and deep
thinking centred on the final days of Jesus’ earthly life. Today, we were
able to gather in the hall, one year group bubble at a time, to hold a
special Maundy Thursday Liturgy. The children were involved in
reading and acting out the scripture. Each liturgy was incredibly
moving as everyone participated with wonderful spirituality. This
afternoon, each class has held their own ‘Stations of the Cross’
reflection too so that our children are entering this weekend with a
growing understanding of the importance of Holy Week and Easter in
our Catholic faith.
We were incredibly lucky to receive a donation of 25 Easter Egg Hunt kits from the Tuckton, Southbourne
Grove and Cranleigh Road Co-op Stores. Utilising our wonderful field, each class has been able to enjoy their
own Easter Egg Hunt today. Altogether, the kits contained 500 eggs so it was a very generous donation. It
means that every child has left today with an egg to enjoy when they celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter
Sunday.
I wish you all a wonderful Easter
weekend and a much needed rest
over the holiday period.
Warmest wishes,

Liz Wogan
EWN@stpeters.bournemouth.sch.uk

Upcoming Diary Dates
Friday 2nd April - Friday 16th April 2021

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 3rd May 2021

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

Monday 17th May 2021

Virtual Parents’ Evening 3:30pm - 6:30pm

Wednesday 19th May 2021

Virtual Parents’ Evening 3:30pm - 6:30pm

Thursday 20th May 2021

Class Photographs

Thursday 20th May 2021

Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:30pm - 7:00pm

w/c 24th May 2021

Year 6 Bikeability (after school)

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

HALF TERM

w/c 7th May 2021

Year 5 Bikeability (after school)

w/c Monday 24th May

Year 6 Breakfast Club – 8am daily

Friday 28th May

Year 6 Fun Day

Tuesday 8th June 2021

6ER Southbourne Retreat Day

Wednesday 9th June 2021

6JR Southbourne Retreat Day

w/c 14th June 2021

Year 5 Bikeability (after school)

Friday 2nd July

STAFF TRAINING DAY –
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PRIMARY PHASE CHILDREN

w/c Monday 5th July

Year 6 Activity Week

Thursday 15th July and Friday 16th July

Year 6 Production: Shakespeare Rocks

Wednesday 21st July

Mass for Year 6 (parents welcome if restrictions allow)
10.15am

Thursday 22nd July 2021

Presentation Evening for Year 6 - 6.30pm

Friday 23rd July

SCHOOL ENDS FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Important Information
Please note in the diary dates above, although the planned July Staff Training Day has moved to a date in
June for pupils in the secondary phase, the scheduled date remains unchanged for the primary phase.
School will be closed for pupils in Reception to Year 6 one Friday 2nd July as planned.
Alongside the school newsletter, you will also find attached a newsletter for parent and carers from ‘Think
U Know,’ which is all about online safety. If you have any concerns regarding your child’s internet usage, or
want to keep up to date with advice, then the following websites are also very useful for online safety
information:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

Reception News
Reception have had a wonderful time on our new topic ‘Not a Box,’ based on our Power of Reading text: On
Sudden Hill by Linda Sarah and Benji Davies. The story looks at how a friendship can be tested when a third
person enters the group and how the characters deal with that change.

It is also a story about great imagination. A box can have infinite purposes and our children have loved
exploring what their boxes could be. We were hooked into our topic by coming into class to a sea of brown
cardboard boxes. We then had great fun as a year group using our imaginations to turn the boxes into new
creations. The children worked beautifully in teams on their own for a sustained period of time, to complete
their ideas. This was then the stimulus for our writing! We are working on writing whole sentences
independently. This means we have to: have an idea, remember our idea, hear the sounds and write them
all in order leaving finger spaces so our sentences can be read by others. What a lot of jobs to do! No wonder
we all come home tired! The children will bring home a little Easter diary to continue writing a couple of
sentences over the holidays. Good luck and remember to try and be as independent as possible.
In phonics, we have been securing our knowledge of digraphs and trigraphs by challenging ourselves to not
only recognize the sounds, but to spot them in words and then write them accurately. Phonics is a
complicated job! We have also had a big push on recognizing our tricky words. Supplementing your reading
books with Oxford Reading Buddy is really important to keep seeing these sounds and words in sentences.
In maths, we have been working on quick recall of our number bonds to 5 and then 10- singing lots of songs!
We love using equipment and counters to help up see how numbers fit together and our Numicon has really
helped us with this skill. Our box topic has been a wonderful catalyst for lots of shape work. We have been
looking at the difference between 2D and 3D shapes and how boxes have spaces that can be filled, so they
must be 3D. We have even been using the names: cube and cuboid, and have been describing the faces using
our knowledge of squares and rectangles.
The weather has been kind to us recently and so our Reception children have had a wonderful time in the
Outdoor Learning environment. We have been taking turns on the scooters and trikes, planting sunflowers,
making campsites and kitchens, rain mobiles and practising all our maths skills on a large scale. We love
seeing the joy that learning outside brings.
We have finished the term with some lovely re-enacting of the Holy week events of Palm Sunday and Maundy
Thursday. The children have been riding hobby horses into Jerusalem and have even shared a last supper
meal!
We wish all our families a wonderful Easter filled with love and joy,
The Reception Team

Year 1 News
In Year 1 we have been really busy transitioning back to school and continuing with all of our fantastic
learning. In our Space Topic, we have learnt various facts about the planets and have developed our writing
skills by writing these facts. We also made a plan of our very own imaginary planet and created a model of
it with balloons, paper mache and paint. This inspired us to write lots of interesting adjectives to describe
our imaginary planet. We have been working so hard to remember our Phase 5 sounds in our writing, by
practising using our sound mats to include the correct sound in our writing. More recently, we have been
enjoying our power of reading text ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon and imagined what Beegu’s home planet might
be like by drawing a picture and labelling it with adjectives.
We have been such busy bees in maths, exploring practically the length, height, mass, weight, capacity and
volume of objects and containers. We have also solved many measurement problems. We are trying our
best to remember to read the maths question before tackling the problem.
In RE, we have been learning about Lent and preparing
for Easter by making our Lenten promises. This week, we
explored the Last Supper by sharing hot cross buns and
blackcurrant squash. We also acted out the Washing of
the Feet and the Garden of Gethsemane for our year
group peers.
Today we finished off the half term with an Easter egg
hunt and a very special elastic play for all of our hard
work, perseverance and bravery.
Thank you for all help, particularly with home learning
during lockdown, The Year 1 Team
Year 2 News
Year 2 have settled back into the classroom so well this half term. After completing 2 weeks of our new topic
‘Tangled Tales’ at home, the children were ready and raring to go. During this topic the children have looked
at lots of different fairy tales, both traditional and twisted, including Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding
Hood (and the Wolf’s story), Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Goldilocks and Just the One Bear, The
Gingerbread Man and The Three Little Pigs. In our Literacy lessons, we have been using lots of drama and
storyboarding activities to get the children familiar with each story. They have been working so hard on their
story writing and their ‘Big Writes’ have been fantastic. To finish our topic, the children came dressed up as
a traditional or twisted character from a fairy tale. Thank you so much for putting these costumes together,
they all looked amazing! As part of our ‘Fantastic Finish’, Year 2 took part in a Science lesson where they had
to build The Three Little Pigs’ houses out of paper, wood and plastic. We then tested them outside with wind
and rain effects to see which material was the best and why.

In RE this half term, the children have been looking at Lent and its importance. The children have been
learning about the word ‘forgiveness’ and developing their understanding of why we should forgive others.
They have learnt different stories that teach us about forgiveness including the Unforgiving Servant and the
parable of the Lost Sheep. More recently, we have been looking at Holy Week and the Stations of the Cross.
The children made one of the stations in their groups and taught the rest of the class why this station was
so important.
We are so impressed with how the children have adjusted to being back at school and it has been so lovely
to see them back, enjoying being with their friends.
We hope you all have a lovely Easter and a well-deserved rest.
Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Pepper and Miss Morris
Year 3 News
This term, Year 3 have been busy learning all about Central Asia using our amazing Power of Reading text,
‘Tales Told in Tents.’ We were lucky enough to have a zoom workshop with the author Sally Pomme! Sally
told us her beautiful stories and we were able to ask her lots of questions about Central Asia.

In our writing we have been focusing on capturing the reader’s imagination, building on our rich vocabulary
and using various sentence types as we retell some of the stories from our book. To help us to remember
the story, we also made shadow puppets for the Carpet of Dreams and retold the story using them.
In maths, we have been learning about measuring mass and capacity and used our new skills to bake fresh
bread, a staple food in Central Asia! In one of our stories, ‘Zarina’s Orchard,’ the main character and her
sisters have to carry water for miles. We thought about what this would be like and carried water across the
field then measured how much we had spilt along the way!
In RE, we have been thinking about Lent as a time of change and what we are called to do by God during this
time. We have been focusing on what we can do to grow to be more like Jesus and how we can help those
who are less fortunate than us.
As always, thank you so much for your continued support and we hope you all have a wonderful Easter
Break!
The Year 3 Team

Year 4 News
Wow! What a busy half term it has been for our Year 4 children, with a mixture of full online learning before
transitioning back into the classroom again. The children soon adapted, getting back into the swing of our
daily routines, alongside fantastic playtimes of just hanging out with missed friends.
The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading and exploring the characters
in our class book ‘Charlotte’s Web’, and it has been lovely to hear their
laughter as they understood the humorous parts. Their writing is really
beginning to reflect the Year 4 targets, of fronted adverbials, expanded noun
phrases and powerful language, to name a few. Alongside this, there were
some beautiful wax resistant spider webs drawn, then painted with water
colours.
In science, we have focussed on our digestive system, thinking about how our food
travels through our bodies, and eventually comes out. Children were able to wear
special tabards, which allowed them to physically explore the parts of the system, and
put them on in the right order. We finished the topic off with a tooth decay
investigation, and observed how different liquids effected the shells of hard boiled
eggs. This caused much discussion, as the children were keen to predict and then very
keen to get their hands on the eggs at the end!
Working together in groups, always provides a challenge. We were thrilled
to be able to watch some great group podcasts on the Lasallian principles
in our R.E. lessons. Each child took on a particular role to help explain how
they could put their principle into action in everyday life. During Holy week,
we made special books to retell the key events, and the children were very
proud of their work.
We have been delighted to see so many children engaging in Mathletics and Times Table Rockstars, and
there is a real buzz around their Rockstar status. Now we just need to have more pupils logging into their
reading on Oxford Reading Buddy account!
We wish you all a joyous Easter break, hoping that you get chance to enjoy this beautiful time of year, and
we look forward to welcoming everyone back in the summer term, where we know our children will continue
to thrive and fly!
The Year 4 Team
Year 5 News
This half term, Year 5 have been busy learning about migration as part of our topic, The Goldrush. On their
return to school, the children were eager to find out what happened to Great Grandfather, the main
character in our Power of Reading text, The Matchbox Diary. We learnt that, as he was unable to read and
write, he collected objects which he stored in matchboxes to remind him of important memories. Having
made predictions, the children learnt that he migrated to America, as many Italians did during the nineteenth
and twentieth century, to find work following a severe drought. As a migrant, the great grandfather faced
discrimination upon his arrival. The children wrote diary entries to document his journey and the struggles
he encountered along the way. To add extra information, we learnt how to use parenthesis marks, including
brackets, dashes and commas.
The children learnt that another way to document a life story is through an autobiography. Keen to find out
what happened to the great grandfather, the children made their own matchboxes where we hid clues to

reveal how his life in America turned out. After an awful start, the great grandfather lived a long and fulfilling
life. To record this change, we experimented with using a range of subordinating conjunctions such as
despite and although to create cohesion.
In Art, we studied the illustrations from our class text by Bagram Ibatoulline who paints realistic pictures
which are easily mistaken for photographs. We chose events from our own life story which we painted by
replicating his style. We then retold our own life story as an autobiography and celebrated how different
and unique our stories and experiences are.
With a secure understanding of migration, we then explored the
Californian Gold Rush, unpicking the events and the effect such
migration has upon an area’s geography. In particular, we compared the
effect migration had upon different areas of California with the creation
of boom and ghost towns. We then learnt about significant people in
the Gold Rush, including those who first made the discovery, and wrote
their story as a biography.
In Science, we have been learning how to separate different materials
through filtration, evaporation and separation. Year 5’s final challenge
was to apply this knowledge to pan for gold, just like a Forty-niner
during the Gold Rush, by separating golden nuggets from the rest of a
mixture.
We have been so impressed with how well all the children have settled back into class learning with a positive
and enthusiastic attitude. Thank you to all parents/carers for their continued support. We wish you a joyful
and restful Easter holidays.
The Year 5 Team
Year 6 News
Since our return to school in March, Year 6 have taken such an enthusiastic approach towards their learning.
The Year 6 teaching team have been so impressed by the positive attitude that the children have displayed,
and it has been lovely to be back in the classroom with them again.
Year 6 have been enjoying their topic ‘Where Your Wings
Were’, based on our Power of Reading text ‘Skellig’ by David
Almond. Since our return to school, the children have enjoyed
many practical, hands-on lessons which have enriched their
curriculum, especially in Science and Literacy. In the first week
back in the classroom, we got creative in the kitchen by making
some delicious Spring Rolls which are Skellig’s favourite food.
More recently, Year 6 studied Owl Pellets by dissecting them.
We found all sorts of incredible discoveries within these pellets,
such as: skulls, spines, pelvic bones and other parts of small
rodents and birds!
In Maths, the skills of our Year 6 pupils have continued to impress us. In the past few weeks, they have been
working extremely hard to get to grips with Algebra by writing and solving formulae and equations.
We hope you all have a very restful Easter break.
The Year 6 Team

Forest Schools
What a busy time we have had this term at Forest School. Due to the previous restrictions we now have 3
groups currently enjoying the programme: from 1JD, 2KP and 2LM. We have also welcomed Mr Barrington
who is kindly giving up his time to volunteer in the sessions – thanks Steve! We have been blessed with good
weather which has made our activities even more enjoyable, and everyone has been busy doing many
different things.

The children enjoyed a nature scavenger hunt in the first week where we learned more about our
surroundings in our wonderful open space on the field. We have enjoyed starter games that get us moving
and thinking. After that, we have taken part in lots of different activities including den building, clay
modelling, cookie-pendant making and bug hunting. We have also enjoyed balancing on our slack-line
between two trees! In our final session before Easter, we had a go at sewing a wild flower area with some
seeds that Mrs Preston very kindly donated! And lots of children made some beautifully decorated nature
Easter eggs! What a lot of fun - phewee!
Best wishes, Mr Motte
Useful Information
A warm invitation…
St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Purewell have started up a Family Liturgy Service specifically aimed at primary
aged children and their families. At the moment they are live in church on the first Sunday of the month but
the rest of the time they are on Zoom (at 10:30am). Everyone is more than welcome.
There will be an Easter Sunday Liturgy for families and children – live in the church at 10:45am.
If you would like more details, then please visit: https://www.avonstour.co.uk/parishes/icsj/
or https://www.facebook.com/Family-Liturgy-114879000344912/
Easter Holidays at Upton Country Park
From Friday 2nd April, our Easter Holiday Trail and Activities will be available to download.
Have a go at the Spring Nature Trail at Upton Country Park this Easter holidays. Follow the trail around the
Country Park to work out the hidden message the Easter bunny has hidden for you to find, discover fun
facts and use all of your senses to complete the activities!
Go to https://uptoncountrypark.com from the 2nd April to download the free trail and get going!
Raring2go
Raring2go’s digital magazine can be accessed via the following link:
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/bournemouth/spring/
This issue includes a local roadmap as to what’s re-opening and when in the area, activities to do at home,
mental health tips, local charity news and fun competitions.
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service Easter Fun 2021
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service have put together a range of ideas and resources to enjoy during the
Easter holidays. Find out more by clicking on the following link:
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/easter-fun-2021/

