NEWS
from the Primary Phase
Friday 12th February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
We’ve made it! Asides from one day of relative normality at the commencement of the spring term, we have
all negotiated a further six weeks of school closures. I am quite certain that every member of our community
– children, parents and staff – have more than earned a break next week and I hope that this can be a happy
and restful one for all, despite the ongoing restrictions. I want to thank you, once again, for the way in which
you have supported your children throughout another period of change, challenge and ‘distance’ from
everything that we hold so dear about school life. I pray that the picture locally and nationally continues to
improve so that our children can return safely to their classrooms and friends as soon as possible.
I am immensely proud of the provision that we have been able to offer our children over this half term and
cannot pay testament enough to the hard work of parents and staff in negotiating new ways of facilitating
teaching and learning. The education of our children has always been a joint enterprise, but we have
certainly been better able to weather the last 12 months as a result of the genuine partnership that exists at
St. Peter’s between school and home.
This edition of our newsletter has a slightly different look – reflecting our very different curriculum provision
this half term. As so many of you have been supporting your children with remote learning, you are already
familiar with what they have been doing over the course of the last six weeks. So, rather than recounting
this, we are going to take the opportunity to share some of the ‘good news’ stories that have come from
within our community instead.
I hope you enjoy these and are able to take some time to reflect on your own families’ accomplishments
with pride. Please do not focus on the tasks that were not done or the days that your children struggled –
just hold onto the moments of joy and the ‘wins,’ whatever they were. Your children have all been absolutely
brilliant. One of our focuses this year was to look at building their resilience – well, there has been no
shortage of resilience as they have endured another long period of disruption in their lives. I am so incredibly
proud of them all.
Hopefully you received my letter regarding our upcoming 1:1 sessions yesterday, which detailed the
arrangements for booking appointments. Please take note of the ‘Upcoming Diary Dates’ below. There are
two occasions early next half term when our Year 2 live lesson arrangements are affected by unavoidable
staff absences and the need for teachers to undertake additional training in the end of Key Stage Teacher
Assessment Arrangements.
I hope you have a wonderful half-term break from remote learning. I will be in touch again following the
much-anticipated government announcement on Monday 22nd February.
Best wishes,
Liz Wogan
EWN@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk

Upcoming Diary Dates
Monday 15th February –
HALF TERM – School Closed to All children
Friday 19th February
Monday 22nd February

Spring Term recommences

Remote Learning Provision resumes

School re-opens for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers

Government announcement regarding the proposed ‘road map’ for lifting
lockdown measures, to include an update regarding the possibility of
children returning to school.

Thursday 25th February

Change to the Live Lesson Schedule for our Year 2 children only:

1.00pm-2.00pm: 2KP’s live lesson

2.00pm-3.00pm: 2LM’s live lesson

3.00pm-3.30pm: Year 2 Maths support group.

Friday 26th February
and Friday 5th March

1:1 Sessions for All Children

All children have a chance to meet with their class teacher on a 1:1 basis

For those not accessing provision in school on these dates, this will take
place via School Cloud

No live lessons or sessions will take place on these dates

Remote Learning Provision will continue but all lessons will be pre-recorded.

Monday 1st March

No live lessons for our Year 2 children only

Year 2 Remote Learning Provision will all be pre-recorded on this date.

Monday 1st March 2021 World Book Week
– Friday 5th March

Information and ideas included below in a message from Miss Pepper.
Friday 2nd April – Friday
EASTER HOLIDAYS
16th April
Monday 3rd May

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 31st May –
HALF TERM
Friday 4th June
Friday 2nd July

STAFF TRAINING DAY – School Closed to Children

Friday 23rd July

END OF SUMMER TERM

Useful Information
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s internet usage, or want to keep up to date with advice,
then the following websites are very useful for up to date online safety information:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

World Book Day
World Book Day is right around the corner
(Thursday 4th March 2021) and although different
to any other year, we want to give you the
opportunity to celebrate this special occasion with
your child at home. Scholastic is a book publishing
company that we have used for our book fairs at
school over the last few years. This year, Scholastic
have organised a range of free world book day
events starting on Monday 1st March and running
throughout the week. They have ensured that
there is something for all ages. We will ensure
there are opportunities for the children in school
to take part in some of these events too.
The activities include ‘Drawalongs’ with famous
illustrators such as Liz Pichon (illustrator of the
Tom Gates series), writing workshops and book
clubs that last 30 minutes each. If you would like
your child to take part in any of these activities,
then all you need to do is click on the link below
(Note: It seems to work best on Google chrome
rather than internet explorer) and register for
each individual event by using the password
‘clubsandfairs’.
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/scholastic-live-world-book-day
Some of the events may overlap with the timings of our live lessons on Teams. Please ensure that your child
attends their live lesson in addition to logging onto the World Book Day event. I have contacted Scholastic
to ask whether children can watch back the live event later in the day and at a time that is more convenient.
They have confirmed that this is the case. Anyone who is unable to make the time of the live event will be
able to take part at any time, as long as you have registered them for that event.
Recommended Reads
As well as the free events that Scholastic are providing for the children, I would like to find another
opportunity to share a love of reading and books within our community. One of the best ways to get children
familiar with different authors and genres of books is to be recommended them by others. If you have a
book that you have read at home as a family and would like to recommend to others, then please email me
at KPR@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk with the name of the book, the author and why you are
recommending it. This does not need to be a long explanation, just an overview as to why it’s one of your
favourites. If you would like to take part, please email me your recommendation by Wednesday 24 th
February. I will then put together a PowerPoint and ask your child’s class teacher to upload onto Purple
Mash the week beginning Monday 1st March 2021 for us all to enjoy. You may then choose to share a
recommendation each night or once a week and hopefully will find a new book for you all to enjoy at home!
Please feel free to email me if you have any questions or queries.
Best wishes,
Miss Pepper

Good News Stories
Year 4
In response to Sunday’s gospel reading, I invited everyone to take time this week to pray for the sick as well
as the doctors and nurses who are working so hard to look after them. Aaliyah (4TM) wrote her own prayer,
which her Mum sent on to a family friend working at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. I am delighted to share
pictures of the staff there taking time to read Aaliyah’s prayer – they were so very touched by her gesture.
It is wonderful to see the power of prayer and the difference that we can make to others.
We need to pray for people with Covid that are in hospital or at home.
We need to pray for the NHS who are helping and loving people that are dying in hospital.
And thank you to the nurses and doctors making people better.
And thanks to the NHS – everyone is crying and happy that they have had their vaccinations so
they can go outside and have fun.
We will pray for everyone.
And now for the ending - pray God, help us to be kind and help everyone. Amen

Reception
We are so proud of all our Reception children. Every one of them has embraced home learning and adapting
to seeing their teachers on screen rather than in person.
Look at this hands on learning from Lucas! He has made his own 10s frame and
number bonds to 8 rainbow. He has even used natural materials as counters.
Rudi has taken on our Monster topic with such joy. She has worked hard to create
a lovely monster and an amazing Monster trap. There was lots of team work at
home to create this masterpiece. Well done, Rudi – you have used planning and
artistic skills to really engage!

Thank you to all the Reception
parents and children for all their hard
work over this half term.
Year 1
Year 1 have made some incredible crowns for the princess in their book ‘The Princess and the White Bear
King.’ They have then written letters to the King, persuading him to choose their crown for his daughter.

Year 1 have been keeping
up with their daily Phonics
too!

Year 2
In Year 2, the children have enjoyed becoming ‘Mini Masterchefs’ this
half-term. They have made delicious smoothies and fruit kebabs!

They have also produced some incredible Artwork linked to their healthy eating focus…

By Alexander

By Sammy

By Tomas

Year 3
Year 3 have been busy learning all about the Stone Age. Welcome to their Stone Age exhibition…

Year 5
Year 5 have been studying the Saxons and Vikings. Oliver T and Klaudia have baked some Anglo-Saxon
honey, oat and spice cakes, and Orla has been busy constructing a Viking longboat:

Having read ‘East Of the Sun, West Of the Moon’ as their focus text, Year 5 have also been busy re-writing
and publishing the story of ‘The Princess and the White Bear King’ to share with Year 1 because both books
are based on the same tradition Norwegian tale.
Year 6
Year 6’s enthusiasm for learning this half-term has been very impressive. They have all been so inquisitive to
find out more about the Ancient Greeks. In particular, they have really enjoyed reading a variety of myths,
including: Pandora’s Box, Theseus and the Minotaur, King Midas and the Golden Touch and Icarus and
Daedalus. These myths have inspired our work in many other areas of the curriculum. Here are a few
examples of this…

Above: Felix’s intricate Greek Columns
(Doric, Ionic and Corinthian)
Below: His striking Greek vase!

These are Valeria and Elijah’s Labyrinths. Be careful
you don’t get stuck with the Minotaur!

The level of detail in Brandon’s
diagram of a Doric order column
is remarkable!

Noah’s sculpture of an Ancient
Greek column – craftsmanship
that Daedalus would be proud of!

