NEWS
from the Primary Phase
Friday 27th May 2022
Dear Parents and Carers
It has been another fast-paced half-term here in the primary phase. Our reception children have watched a set of
ducklings hatch and have nurtured them throughout the first few days of their lives! Now budding archaeologists, our
Year 1 children have learnt all about fossil-hunting and have made many exciting discoveries about dinosaurs. Year 2
brought the flavour of Paris to their classrooms, with their own Louvre-worthy art exhibition and some French cheese
tasting. Our Year 3 children travelled back in time to experience life in a Victorian classroom by holding their own
‘Victorian School Day’ – complete with fantastic costumes and some very different approaches to teaching and
learning! In Year 4, the children have been inspired by the work of Ted Hughes, retelling sections of ‘The Iron Man,’
and creating some incredible artwork to accompany their writing. Year 5 have taught me all about the great ‘Space
Race’ as well as early theories of the universe – particular thanks to JJ for his explanation text which detailed some
complex concepts clearly and concisely! Our Year 5 children also jetted off on an exciting visit to the Winchester
Science Centre, which enriched their learning further. Year 6 have been enthused by their study of Greek mythology
and rehearsals for their upcoming production, ‘Troy Story.’

This half-term has seen our Year 2 and Year 6 children busy completing their SATs ‘quizzes.’ As always, the children
have been absolutely incredible, rising to the challenge and trying their very best in every paper. To support our Year
6 children, all other year groups delayed their morning playtimes and remained as quiet as they could during the Key
Stage 2 SATs week. Our SATs Breakfast Club was a huge hit, with the children enjoying a range of delicious breakfast
treats to fuel them for the task ahead each day. My sincere thanks to our wonderful team of Year 6 Teaching Assistants,
who organised and cooked such a delicious and varied selection each morning!
Liturgically, this has been a particularly special period, with the children participating
beautifully in the acts of worship that have been prepared to reflect upon the events of
Easter and, most recently, the Feast of the Ascension. It is so wonderful to be able to
come together and raise our school roof in song again! On Friday 20th May, Josie, Finn
and Gerard were invited to travel to the Cathedral in Portsmouth where they
represented St. Peter’s, along with some students from our secondary phase, at the
Diocesan Schools’ Mass; they were a credit to the primary phase and participated
brilliantly.
Congratulations to those children who have recently made their First Holy Communion. Last weekend, Mia, Elodie,
Alessio, Joshua C, Daisy, Maisie, Joshua F, Eddie, Maggie, Sam, Asia-Maria, Diana, Jack, Aiden, Jacob, Ted and Henry
received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time during the Sunday morning Mass at St. Thomas Moore. Zofia,
Jacob S, Sienna, Isla, Sammy, Sophia, Josie and Bella took their First Holy Communion at Corpus Christi Church last
weekend also. It has been lovely to hear all about their special celebrations! I know that many more children are
looking forward to receiving this Sacrament in the coming weeks too and I wish you all a wonderful day.

Today, we marked the Queen’s upcoming
Platinum Jubilee with some very special
festivities. The children made crowns,
decorative bunting and an afternoon tea fit for
the Queen herself! The sunshine and blue skies
came out for our afternoon celebration, which
began with the whole primary phase gathering
on the field to sing ‘Rise Up and Serve’ – a song
which has been written to mark the Queen’s
Jubilee. The children’s singing was as beautiful
as ever. We have recorded our performance
and made gifts for the Queen which we will be
sending to her. After this, we enjoyed our
edible treats and played some traditional
garden games!
Don’t forget, we have also produced some commemorative tea towels to mark this momentous occasion in our
Queen’s reign. These are available to purchase via your ParentPay account – any orders placed will be sent home with
your child after half-term. A huge thank you to Mrs Preston and Mrs Lafferty for the work that has gone into producing
these.
On a personal note, I would like to thank the school community for their well-wishes regarding my recent marriage.
The children and staff gave me quite the ‘send-off’ with a mini-celebration in each year group; I was dressed-up for
the occasion, ‘toasted’ and treated to a wonderful performance by our Year 5 and 6 choir. Each year group had
prepared some touching messages and gifts that I will treasure, including some ‘top tips’ for a successful marriage and
an anthology of poetry!
I hope you all have a wonderful half-term break.
Warmest wishes,

Liz Pritchard
EWN@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk

Upcoming Diary Dates
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 6th June Vision Screening for children in Reception Class
Monday 6th June Year 6 Scooter and Cycle Skills Sessions
Tuesday 7th June 6RA Retreat Day – Southbourne Site Chapel
Wednesday 8th June 6JR Retreat Day – Southbourne Site Chapel
Friday 10th June PTA Cake Sale – Year 4
Saturday 11th June PTA Summer Ball – CANCELLED due to lack of interest
Tuesday 14th June Class Photographs
Wednesday 15th June Race for Life Event – all children invited to wear PE kit today
Friday 17th June Forest School Commences for Group 3 – RSR, 1AS, and 2LM
Tuesday 21st June 4CD Retreat Day – Southbourne Site Chapel
Wednesday 22nd June 4CE Retreat Day – Southbourne Site Chapel

Thursday 23rd June Year 5 Visit to Southbourne
Thursday 23rd June - Monday 28th June Life Education Team Visit to school
Wednesday 29th June

Whole School Mass at our Southbourne site for the feast of St. Peter
and St. Paul

Friday 1st July STAFF TRAINING DAY – School closed for children
Monday 4th July School closed in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee
Tuesday 5th July, 1:30pm

Primary phase Mass to celebrate those children who have recently
made their First Holy Communion

Wednesday 6th July Year 4 Hampton Court Palace Trip
Friday 8th July PTA Cake Sale – Year 3
Wednesday 13th July

Ethos Day: Hengistbury Head Walk followed by a Sports Festival
(children only)

Thursday 14th July Year 2 Scooter and cycle Sessions
Friday 15th July End of Year Reports Sent Out
Saturday 16th July Sports and Family Fun Day, 10am – 2pm
Monday 18th July - Wednesday 20th July Year 6 Residential Trip
Thursday 21st July Year 6 Presentation Evening
Friday 22nd July Summer Term Ends

Thursday 1st September STAFF TRAINING DAY – School closed for children
Friday 2nd September STAFF TRAINING DAY – School closed for children
Monday 5th September Classes Resume for Years 1 – 7
Monday 5th September New Reception Intake Visits to School
Tuesday 6th September Reception Group 1 Start
Thursday 8th September Reception Group 2 Start
Monday 12th September Reception Group 3 Start

Summer Reading Challenge 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
I wanted to let you know about an exciting reading
challenge that your child/ren might like to take part
in. The Summer Reading challenge is presented by
The Reading Agency and funded by the Arts Council.
It is an exciting opportunity that will encourage
children aged 4-11 to set themselves a challenge over
the 6-week period away from school as well as a few
weeks prior to breaking up. This challenge will launch
on Saturday 9th July in your local library. All you need
to do, is go into your library and sign up!

The 2022 Summer Reading Challenge is delivered and supported by public libraries and this year the reading agency is
partnering with the Science Museum Group to present the ‘Gadgeteers’ challenge! This reading challenge will spark
children’s curiosity about the world around them and I am sure many of the children will enjoy this theme.
Children can read whatever they like in their chosen format - fiction, fact books, poetry, joke books, picture books,
graphic novels, audio books and eBooks can all be used to complete the Challenge. They will receive special rewards
each time they finish a book and there's a certificate for everyone who completes the Challenge. There will also be
online activities (https://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/summer-reading-challenge/) that the children
can take part in.
This is the link for the summer reading challenge website https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
I look forward to hearing about all the different books you have read over the summer!
Miss Pepper
Reception News
What an action packed 5 weeks Reception have had! The half term began with a focus on our
topic ‘New Life,’ (stemming from our Power of Reading book, ‘What the Ladybird Heard by Julia
Donaldson) which started with excitement and suspense when the children were given clues
about what might be delivered by the postman that day. We had a lot of interesting guesses but
we finally found out that the delivery was an incubator filled with beautiful duck eggs. The
children couldn’t wait to observe what happened. Within the first day, one of our eggs had
hatched into an adorable, fluffy duckling. Our ducklings waddled and even swam in our
classrooms each day - to the glee of all. For our topic writing, we wrote instructions on how to
look after the ducklings. This led us to looking at lifecycles including: that of a duck and other
creatures such as caterpillars and ladybirds.
We then had a week on the topic, ‘A Bug’s life’ and what an amazing
time we had going on bug hunts, making spider webs and creating
insect habitats. This has all been made possible by the amazing
outdoor space we have at our school and the ever- increasing plant
life we have in our ‘Outdoor Classroom’.
We have ended this term with the Queen’s Jubilee. We had great fun learning facts about the Queen, putting together
a time line of her life and also preparing for our Queen Jubilee school celebration. Happy Jubilee Queen Elizabeth!
In RE this term, Reception have enjoyed learning about Easter and discussing how the apostles may have been feeling
at different parts of the story. We have been considering ‘How can we bring hope and joy to others?’ as our big
question in RE. This has led to lots of discussion on how we can spread joy in the same way Jesus and his disciples did.
We are now going to try to share, be kind, help our friends and help at home! We have also celebrated our first class
liturgies with Juliette the Chaplain. Some children were even brave enough to read prayers. You would all be so proud
of the reverence the children had!
We are amazed at the progress that each child has made in their reading. We love to hear the children read on a one
to one basis and have enjoyed seeing confidence grow in our weekly guided reading sessions. In Phonics, we have
begun to look at compound and polysyllabic words and have learnt to karate chop the words (Kung Fu Panda style).
In Maths, we have been looking at the composition and value of numbers. For example,
understanding 15 is made up of 1 ten and 5 ones. We have also been looking at addition and
subtraction facts of number bonds to 5 and 10 and extending this knowledge further by reading
simple word problems through pictures. We are so happy to see how a focus on numbers 1-10
in Autumn and Spring, has given such a grounding when applying their knowledge to 20.
All of the children have worked incredibly hard this half term, with a steep progress curve. Yippee! We wish you all a
very restful break,
The Reception Team

Year 1 News
This half term, Year 1 have been busy learning all about dinosaurs! Our
journey began with a hunt around the school only to discover that some
dinosaurs had visited. Following the hunt, the children had lots of
questions and practised writing them, remembering to use a question
mark at the end.
During our topic, the children have learnt lots of interesting facts about a
range of dinosaurs. They organised their ideas into a word bank which
they then used to write their own fact files. To up-level their ideas, the
children were challenged to use adjectives in their sentences. To practise
this, they described the features of a dinosaur hidden inside a feely bag.
It was great fun trying to guess which dinosaur was hiding in the bag from
the adjectives used! The children also wrote about the birds and animals
that are living descendants of dinosaurs – we were all surprised that
chickens were on the list. Finally, Year 1 practised being poets by writing
their very own acrostic poem about dinosaurs. They were amazing!
In our geography lessons, the children have learnt about the Jurassic coast and labelled what they can find there. They
discovered that there are lots of fossils in Lyme Regis and went on their own fossil hunt at school. After the fossil hunt,
our Year 1 scientists then sorted animals into groups based on their diet - learning that dinosaurs can be carnivores,
herbivores or omnivores. Linked to this, we have been inspired by the work of a Caz Scott, a local artist, who creates
vibrant images of the Jurassic Coast and fossil discoveries made there. We have emulated her style by using different
shades of water-colour paints in our art work.

Within R.E, the children had a class discussion about Easter and what happened to Jesus during this time. They
discussed what a ‘witness’ is and they explored how disciples recounted stories about Jesus in different ways. After
this, they wrote a letter to a friend role playing as a witness to Jesus’ resurrection. They then designed their own
Paschal candle and wrote about how they can a follower of Jesus.
Our children have worked very hard in Maths this half term and have learnt to count
in 2s, 5s and 10s. They have challenged themselves by working on plenary questions
where they have needed to use their problem-solving skills. Another focus for us has
been multiplication and division. In our lessons, the children have used concrete
resources to divide and multiply. They have learnt to multiply using the array method
and solve word problems using their mathematical strategies. Following this, we have
begun to explore fractions, beginning with ‘one half’ and finding fractions of sets of
objects. To improve our presentation, we have tried our best to use the squares in our
maths books accurately.
Thank you for your continued support.
The Year 1 Team

Year 2 News
This half term, the children in Year 2 children have shown great creativity and enthusiasm towards our learning. We
began our ‘Art Attack’ topic with our sparkly starter in which the children were introduced to some famous paintings
including Johannes Vermeer’s ‘The Girl with the Pearl Earring’ and Vincent van Gogh’s ‘Sunflowers’. Having looked at
them closely, they then chose their favourite to recreate. Following this, the children were then invited to taste some
cheese and see their fantastic pieces of work in our very own ‘Homage to Fromage’. It was great to see the children
taste-testing cheeses that they hadn’t tried before.

Year 2 have been enjoying reading our shared text, William and the Missing Masterpiece. In particular, they enjoyed
piecing together the clues that William the detective used to find the missing painting - the Mona Cheesa! Together,
we have looked at our main character, William, and created a character description for him. During our literacy lessons,
we also retold the story focusing on using conjunctions and expanded noun-phrases. Following on from this, the
children have been creating an information text about the setting of the story, Paris. They wrote all about the food
and landmarks that can be seen in Paris. In Geography, we have been looking at maps and different landmarks around
Paris. The children have been creating their own maps and keys.
During our Science lessons, we have been developing our skills of working scientifically. The children have been setting
up simple tests to make observations and ask questions about how or why something has happened. It has been
amazing to see how much they have been enjoying Science. Last week, the children predicted and observed what
happened when warm water was poured onto skittles.

In RE, we have been learning about Easter and Pentecost. We have been impressed with the children’s understanding
of Easter. Within our lessons, they have been able to share what they have learnt and how they can use this to help
others. In the first week of Pentecost, Year 2 have been focusing on the promise Jesus kept at Pentecost. They have
thought about the events that happened at Pentecost and also found out what the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are.
We are so proud of Year 2 who have shown enthusiasm and determination when completing our Key Stage One quizzes
– well done, you have been fantastic!
Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Morris and Miss Pepper

Year 3 News
The summer term started with the children experiencing what a typical school day would have been like in the
Victorian era. After spending time learning Edward Lear’s poem about the Owl and the Pussy Cat, they recited their
times tables and practised their copperplate handwriting on chalkboards, whilst avoiding wearing the Dunce’s hat. The
children were fascinated in learning about how a cane had been used to punish even minor errors and were able to
appreciate how lucky they are to attend school now and not in the past. The day ended with the children joining
together to experience a Victorian P.E. lesson. They were so well behaved!

Following on from this day, the children went on to write diary entries about attending a Victorian school. Next, the
children learnt more about the dreaded workhouse, which linked to our class book, Street Child, by Berlie Doherty.
The story has gripped the children and they have eagerly looked forward to hearing each new chapter.
Researching Queen Victoria has allowed the children to revisit non-chronological reports and they have been learning
how to use ‘Google’ as a search engine to find out relevant information about her. It’s great timing, as we can compare
the length of Victoria’s reign with our current Queen’s reign, and compare their jubilee celebrations.
With much excitement and enthusiasm, the children have been involved in planting a
Victorian herb garden outside our classrooms. This is a ‘Learning garden’ and is supporting
the children’s science lessons as they learn about the parts of plants and their life cycles. It is
also helping the children to understand how the Victorians used herbs for flavouring food
and for medicinal purposes. The children are being challenged to name their plants, water
them, care for them and to observe how they change.
In D.T. lessons, Victorian recipes have been used to create savoury dishes and the classic
Victorian sponge. The children have practised their chopping, slicing and peeling of
ingredients, whilst also talking about where these ingredients come from. The smoked
haddock kedgeree was a big success with many children confidently trying it and asking for
more, just like Oliver Twist!
We are pleased to see that more children are beginning to do the expected 5 minutes a day on Times Table Rockstars
and this is helping the children to respond much quicker and confidently to times table questions. There has also been
an increasing number of children gaining a higher status within the studio, with quite a few children reaching Rock
Star status. We wonder who will be the first Year 3 to reach the ultimate status goal of Rock Hero? All children should
thoroughly know their 2s,5s,10s,3s,4s, and 8 times tables and their division facts by the end of the summer term.
In R.E, stained-glass windows were created reflecting the children’s knowledge of symbols
related to Easter. The children learnt the story of ‘Breakfast on the shore’ and compared it
with the stories of the ‘Feeding of the 5000’ and ‘The last supper’, discussing the message
of each story and thinking about how it affects our actions. With many children in the
process of taking their ‘First Holy Communion’, we have discussed how Jesus is present at
mass and the importance of the ‘Eucharist prayer’.
We hope that you all have a super half term and manage to join in with the numerous
‘Platinum Jubilee Celebrations’, creating memories that can be passed from generation to
generation.
The Year 3 Team

Year 4 News
We have had an extremely jam-packed half term in Year 4. The children
have enthusiastically engaged with our ‘Robots’ topic and have thoroughly
enjoyed reading Ted Hughes’ ‘The Iron Man’. The writing they have
produced has been some of the best we have seen this year and has really
allowed them to get their creative juices flowing!
This week, we have been rather busy creating our own robots out of junk
modelling materials (a big thank you for bringing in most of the contents of
your recycling bins!). The children became designers and constructors when
considering the different features that their robots might have and used a
range of materials to make each one unique. Safe to say, it was a rather big
clean-up operation at the end.
The children have also had the chance to develop their sketching skills and
have been drawing various robotic features. Using their understanding of
shading and texture, they were able to bring their feature to life, creating a
whole class robot out of the individual pieces they had drawn. We have been
blown away by their ingenuity and attention to detail.
In science, the children have been learning about electricity and the different components of parallel and series
circuits. At the start of the half term, we gave the children a pack containing wires, bulbs, batteries, motors and
buzzers. They spent the afternoon in ‘The Learning Pit’ working out what each component was and how it operated
before explaining their findings. Having then delved further into electricity, exploring renewable and non-renewable
sources of energy, the children debated which sources are least damaging to our planet and what action we need to
take in order to become greener.
Within our Easter theme, we have unpicked the bible story, ‘The Road to Emmaus’, in which Jesus appeared to two
travellers discussing Jesus’s missing body on Easter Sunday. We then explored the events from both the perspective
of the disciples and Jesus, analysing what they saw and did. From this, the children have been debating the presence
of Jesus in convincing someone they have seen Him within someone they know.
Last week, we visited the BSO (Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra) at the
Lighthouse in Poole. We watched them play a range of orchestral pieces
and learnt about the different sections that make up the orchestra. In our
music lessons leading up to the trip, the children learnt a piece of music
with singing and actions and were able to perform this alongside the BSO
on the day. It was lovely to see and celebrate the children’s hard work from
their music lessons paying off. Thank you to the adults who were able to
help on the day and make the trip run as smoothly as it did.
On a final note, we wanted to thank our parents and carers for all of the support in learning the times tables at home.
The week after half term is when we are going to be having our Government Times Table Check and we are feeling
confident that the children are prepared for this. They have been working so hard to reduce their studio speeds and
improve their accuracy on soundcheck games. Your support has really enabled our children to be successful and we
do appreciate you facilitating them in their TT Rockstar mission!

Have a lovely, restful break.
The Year 4 Team 😊 x

Year 5 News
This half term, Year 5 have been busy learning about our Solar System as part of our cosmic topic, The Space Race. At
the start of our topic, we looked at two opposing views of the universe: the heliocentric and geocentric models.
Working scientifically, we developed our skills of enquiry by identifying questions and evidence that would need to be
gathered in order to prove the accuracy and validity of these theories.
The heliocentric model assumes that the Sun is at the centre of our solar
system and all other planetary bodies orbit around it. We used this research to
write an explanation text by describing the Earth’s movement in relation to the
Sun, the creation of the seasons and the reason why we have day and night. As
part of this, we explored the changing appearance of the Moon. Before writing
a further explanation text, we created a model of the Moon’s phases, using
different sized milky-buttons to represent each stage. To aid cohesion when
writing a non-fiction text, we used a variety of causal conjunctions and
signposting words to indicate cause and effect, as well as practicing the skill of
using a colon to introduce a list and using commas for ambiguity.
In history, we have been learning about the relationship between America and the Soviet Union following the Second
World War. In particular, we have considered how the Cold War tensions contributed to the Space Race and the desire
to explore more of our Solar System. Throughout our topic, we have used a timeline to record the important events,
including the Apollo missions which culminated in 1969 with the historic Moon Landing. Using this information, the
children wrote a final text to explain the events of the Space Race.
After learning about the success of the Apollo 11 mission, we explored the physical landscape of the spaceports used
by both America and the Soviet Union during the Space Race. We discussed the benefits of launching a rocket on a
peninsula, such as Florida, or in a vast, deserted area such as the Kazakhstan steppe. By studying the land use patterns
of the UK, we then considered why we are yet to have our own spaceport and suggested a possible region for a future
launch site.
To enrich our topic, Year 5 had a fantastic day at Winchester Science Centre. The children enjoyed exploring the many
hands-on exhibits (including the space centre), took part in a rocket building workshop and visited the planetarium for
a fantastic show about the night sky. It was a great day which was enjoyed by us all! Thank you to all our adult helpers
– the trip couldn’t have gone ahead without you!

In RE, our learning has been centered around the theme Easter. The children have unpicked the significant events that
take place during the Easter Triduum and how these events can help and guide us in our everyday lives. Towards the
end of half term, we looked at how symbolism plays an important role in religion. With the children being familiar with
important symbols that are used in the Catholic religion, we compared these symbols to that which are used in the
Hindu religion by discussing the similarities and differences.
Year 5 have had a fantastic half term and we have been impressed by their knowledge and enthusiasm for our Spacethemed topic.
Thank you for your continued support – we hope you have a wonderful half-term break.
The Year 5 team.

Year 6 News
The Year 6 teaching team have been so impressed by all of our children’s efforts this half term and are extremely
proud of each and every one of them. We would like to thank them for their hard work during this time - they have
really emulated our school mission statement of ‘Becoming the best we can be’. Thankfully, SATs haven’t been our
only focus; we have also been learning all about Ancient Greece.
Whilst looking at the legacy of the Ancient Greeks, it became clear to us that
one of the many things they are remembered for is their myth writing. Did
you know that the Ancient Greeks wrote myths to make sense of the world
around them? We took a close look at Pandora’s Box and then re-wrote this
together, incorporating many of the grammatical features we have learnt
about in Year 6. The children then independently produced their own
version of Theseus and the Minotaur.
Another legacy of the Ancient Greeks is democracy and this led to us
exploring what life was like as an Athenian citizen. This involved studying
the institutions responsible for governing this pol is as well as many of the historical sites that can be found there,
including the Acropolis, the Agoras and the original Panathenaic Stadium. These history and geography lessons proved
to be extremely informative and were very useful when writing our own travel brochures for Athens.
The Panathenaic Stadium was the original stadium for the Olympic Games and was built in 330BC. The Olympic Games
were initially a festival held in honour of Zeus and this is what our sculpture work has been based on this half term in
our Art lessons. The children have looked at how the human body can be sketched using ovals and then made into
paper and foil sculptures. We then used this to help us create our own Olympic sculptures from Modrock.
The creativity doesn’t stop there though; Year 6 have also been rehearsing for our end of year production, ‘Troy Story’.
This has involved us learning our lines, practicing new songs and making props and backdrops for the show. All of us
can’t wait to perform this to you!
Finally, our Ancient Greek day was a real success as we made swords and shields in Design Technology with Mr
Laurijssen and completed an Ancient Greek themed Science investigation in our classrooms. This required us to
investigate whether or not light travels in straight lines and whether this is the same when it is reflected. We then
used this knowledge to help Theseus defeat the Minotaur.

Thank you for all your help and support this half term!
The Year 6 Team.

Music News
All classes have been busy learning a beautiful song called Rise Up And Serve as we prepare for
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. It has been written especially for this year by Graham Kendrick and
The Rend Collective – if you would like to learn the song and sing along with your child, it can be
found here: https://www.theplatinumjubilee.com/sing/

Year 4 were treated to a trip to Poole Lighthouse this week to watch the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in action. They joined schools from all over
Bournemouth to take part in a performance of a special piece called Midnight
Magic, which had been composed especially for the concert by BSO member
James Redwood. You can listen to this special piece here:
https://bsolive.com/participate/midnight-magic-resources/
Year 5 have been making a LOT of noise as they start to learn to play trumpets, trombones and
cornets! Mr Bacon, a visiting teacher from Soundstorm Music Agency, has been working with year
5 every Friday afternoon to learn the basics of playing a brass instrument. The children have
absolutely loved this experience, and will be continuing with this on Fridays after half term.
Year 6 are “all systems go” rehearsing for their end of year production, Troy Story! We have been
so impressed with their commitment and enthusiasm – we are sure that they will put on a
wonderful show for everyone! Performances will take place in the school hall at 6:30pm on
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th July – details to follow later in the term.
Details will be published shortly after Half Term about signing up for instrumental or singing
lessons in September. Any child who will be in Years 3-6 in September is invited to learn up to 2
musical instruments in school. Lessons take place during the school day, with visiting specialist
teachers. Information regarding lesson costs and instrument hire will be sent to all parent and
carers of children in these year groups. All children wishing to learn in September need to
complete a new sign-up form for each instrument they wish to learn – lessons are not
automatically re-organised, even if a child has been previously learning.
Sporting News
Year 3 & 4 Tennis Festival – Southbourne Tennis Club
Some of our year 3 and 4 children were lucky enough to be invited to Southbourne Tennis club recently to experience
their excellent tennis facilities. The children took part in twelve different tennis drills, all of which were run by Sport
Leaders from St Peter’s Secondary. Competing against six other schools, the children had to perform a variety of
different skills and shots, including the forehand, backhand and different rally games. They performed excellently
amongst a very high standard, and finished runners-up! A special mention to Kasper Russ who scored the most points
for our team. The weather stayed kind and an exciting and engaging afternoon was had by all. Well done to all our
children who took part - Fionn, Sophie, Lucca, James, Joshua, Thomas, Kasper, Henry D and Henry W.

Year 4 ‘This Girl Can’ Sports Festival
Ten Year 4 girls were given the opportunity to attend Talbot Heath School and take part in a festival aimed at inspiring
participation, increasing confidence and harbouring skill and talent within PE. The festival was geared towards
enjoyment and encouragement and it was wonderful to see the girls taking part so keenly in a range of different sports
including: football, tennis, cricket and rounders. They were a credit to St. Peter’s throughout the day and many of the
girls found enjoyment in some sports that they never thought possible! Well done to Maisie, Effie, Natalie, Shanay,
Skyelah, Lottie, Lauren, Amelia and Zofia.

Forest School News
This half term saw the arrival of Spring, and this meant leaves on trees, sunny weather (mostly!) and lots of minibeasts!
Our groups from RKH, 1JD and 2KP began with a nature scavenger hunt. They found different natural items around
the field after partaking in a nature memory game where they showed that children definitely have better memories
than the adults!
Our older groups have subsequently been exploring many different activities such as: den building, slack-line
balancing, clay modelling and wood “cookie” necklace making. We have done lots of bug hunting, and a group in Year
2 have been particularly intrepid in discovering many different types of creatures in our ‘wilded’ section of the field.
They have discovered loads of worms, slugs, insects, centipedes and even millipedes! We have discovered the rather
large tube-web spider living in our log-pile! Super! More and more wildlife is arriving to our lovely habitat!

Our Reception group decorated our school’s planter for the Bournemouth in Bloom celebration and then, under the
guidance of Miss Zielinska, they filled it with herbs from the Reception outdoor area. They also worked together to
build a den and made animal shelters for our small soft toy owls, rabbits and mouse!
All the groups received a visit from Ollie in Year 6 (our resident bird expert) who loves to come and share his knowledge
with us. Lots of the children then had a go at bird spotting and we were again amazed at the variety of birds that are
attracted to our field! Thanks once again Ollie!
Thanks also to Zach from Caritas who has been present at all the sessions providing help and encouragement to all the
children. I know he has plans for Caritas to help us with lots of nature-related projects in the future.
As you read this, the children should have made and eaten their own pizzas! And then after half term they will have
their final session and celebratory marshmallows toasted on the fire to go along with hot chocolates! Yummy! Enjoy
half term and see how much wildlife you can spot while you are out and about in this Spring period!
Mr Motte, Forest School Leader

Other News

Annalie has recently taken up Irish Dancing. Although she has only been learning for just over two
months, Annalie bravely took part in her first ever dance competition last weekend and finished 4th in
her age category. Congratulations Annalie!

Dr Bike’s free bike safety check!
As part of the Sustrans Bike It Plus project, Amanda will be running a Dr Bike session
where bikes will receive a free safety check. This is available to all pupils, parents and
school staff who cycle to school on the day.
Amanda will perform the safety check, and may be able to do minor repairs so that your bike will run more smoothly.
Please note that where the bike or parts are in bad condition or of poor quality, she is unlikely to attempt repairs as
this could lead to further damage and instead will advise of the best action to take.
Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to get your bike checked.
Thursday 16th June: Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4
Friday 8th July: Years 5 & 6
Reminders
It is great to see so many children cycling and scooting to and from school. Brenda has noticed that a number of
children are cycling or scooting a long way ahead of their parents or cares and are not being supervised by an adult as
they pass driveways and negotiate pedestrian traffic roadside. Please may we ask that children stay with you when
they are cycling/scootering around the general school area given the number of risks to their safety.
Although we are in the summer term, our weather can be unpredictable. Please ensure that your child/ren bring a
waterproof coat to school each day as we aim for an outdoors break time wherever possible.
As the summer arrives, please apply sun cream prior to the start of the school day in the event of high temperatures.
Please ensure that your child has sun cream (that they can reapply as and when needed) and a sunhat in their bag.

