NEWS
from the Primary Phase

Friday 8th April 2022

Dear Parents and Carers
I am delighted that this half term has seen a wealth of enriching opportunities for our children across the primary
phase. Our Reception classes have enjoyed their ‘Monsters Ball’ as well as their first ever school trip – a visit to Beaulieu
Motor Museum as part of their ‘Terrific Transport’ topic! Year 3 had the opportunity to listen to a story from their
focus text ‘Tales Told in Tents’ being read to them by the author of the book herself, Sally-Pomme Clayton; their
teachers made this particularly special by creating a tent inside their classrooms for the story-telling to take place in!
Our Year 2 and 4 children have continued to excel in their weekly swimming lessons at the Littledown Centre and Years
1 and 4 have been engaging in some special Road Safety sessions with Amanda from the BCP STEPS programme. This
week, saw a mobile Science Dome and Planetarium take residence in our school gym as our Year 1 children were
treated to a special show and talk linked to their ‘Space’ theme! Year 5 have been busy panning for gold and sharing
their family migration stories, whilst our Year 6 students have made their own spring rolls – a favourite meal choice of
the protagonist in their Power of Reading text, ‘Skellig.’ Some wonderful memories have certainly been made and our
classrooms continue to be alive with enthusiasm!
As we returned to school following the February half-term, our liturgical prayer
opportunities were focussed on praying for peace in our world. Many of our children were
moved to act in support of those Ukrainian people who had been forced to leave their
homes. Our appeal for donations was supported brilliantly by our school community and
we were able to contribute two minibus loads of useful clothes and equipment to the Castle
Point campaign. Thank you to all those who gave so generously.
On Saturday 12th March, twelve children from the primary phase led a special ‘Children’s Stations of the Cross’ event
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church in Southbourne. They did an absolutely fantastic job, using their acting and reading
talents to lead a reverent and reflective service for members of the school and parish community. Father Kevin was
most appreciative of their efforts and even sent a special card to the school to thank us.
This half-term we were visited by Zach and Phil from Caritas. In a special whole-school TEAMs assembly, Zach explained
that Caritas is the ‘helping hand of the church’ – an international organisation focussed on putting the Catholic faith
into action! I am delighted that Caritas are going to be working with us on developing environmental projects within
our school site, to enrich our learning and to promote biodiversity. Their visit and concepts were met with great
excitement from our children, who have set about straight away generating some wonderful ideas to drive our future
projects.
Following on from this, Caritas have already supported Mr Motte with our special ‘Tree Planting Event.’ This took place
in the school field on Saturday 7th April and involved over 30 members of our school community dedicating their time
and energy to our first ‘eco’ endeavour. Zach and Phil provided the trees and lots of planting tools too. In just over 2
hours, our wonderful band of volunteers planted a great number of new trees that will grow and encourage wildlife
into our space over the coming years.

Juliette has prepared and led class Masses for our Year 4 children this half term on theme of Reconciliation. A huge
thank you to Father Darryl for coming to celebrate Mass for us on these occasions in our special chapel space. Father
Daryl has also given a large amount of his time this Lent to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation to Years 4-6.

Yesterday, children across the primary phase engaged in a ‘Stations of the Cross’ liturgy. The children in 6RA led a
special interactive version with our Reception-aged children. It was so lovely to see our oldest pupils guiding our
youngest with such care and reverence.

Today our children have enjoyed taking part in our Easter Fun Run and Scoot. We particularly
enjoyed admiring some of the scooters that had been decorated so beautifully for the occasion!
Please continue to help your children collect sponsorship for their efforts today in order to resume
our fundraising for the school.
You will see in the diary dates listed below that there is much to look forward to when we return
for the summer term, including our PTA Quiz Night on Friday 6th May in the Iford hall.
I do hope you enjoy reading about the children’s accomplishments and stand-out moments from across the spring
term in the newsletter to follow. I wish you all a spiritual holy week and wonderful Easter break,
Miss Wogan
EWN@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk
Important Diary Dates
Friday 8th April Spring Term Ends
Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April EASTER HOLIDAYS
Monday 25th April Summer Term commences
Friday 29th April Forest School commences for Group 3 in RKH, 1JD, 2KP
Monday 2nd May BANK HOLIDAY
Friday 6th May Year 5 PTA Cake Sale during school pick-up
Friday 6th May PTA Quiz Night, arrival from 7pm for a 7:30pm start
Monday 16th May Year 5 Trip to Winchester Science Museum
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June HALF TERM
Friday 10th June Year 4 PTA Cake Sale during school pick-up
Saturday 11th June PTA Summer Ball
Tuesday 14th June Class Photographs
Wednesday 15th June Primary Phase ‘Race for Life’ Event
Friday 17th June Forest School Commences for Group 3 in RSR, 1AS, 2LM
Thurs 23rd June - Mon 28th June Life Education Team Visit
Wednesday 29th June Feast Day - Whole School Mass at the Southbourne Site
Friday 1st July STAFF TRAINING DAY
Monday 4th July School closed in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee

Wednesday 6th July Year 4 Trip to Hampton Court Palace
Friday 8th July Year 3 PTA Cake Sale during school pick-up
w/c Monday 11th July Year 6 Production
Wednesday 13th July Whole-School Walk over Hengistbury Head
Saturday 16th July Sports Day and PTA Family Fun Day (TBC)
Monday 18th July - Wednesday 20th July Year 6 Residential Trip to Fairthorne Manor
Thursday 21st July Year 6 Presentation Evening
Friday 22nd July Summer Term Ends
Reception News
Wow, what an action packed half term Reception have had! Our new topic started with a mysterious present arriving
in our class, attached with a little note saying ‘This is for you.’ We then had a game of pass the parcel and as we opened
each layer we found a clue. The last clue, ‘I hope you are a good driver,’ led us to discover that our new topic was
‘Terrific Transport’.
We introduced our new Power of Reading text: ‘Naughty Bus’ by Jan and Jerry Oke.
The story is very funny and it really got our creative story juices flowing. Our own
Naughty Bus has been on some fantastic adventures at school (making a mess in the
construction area, going down the slide, hiding in the sand pit) and at home. Just look
at Jak’s Naughty Bus who made a good old mess with his cornflakes. This has ignited
our story writing and we have loved thinking of our own ideas and putting them into
sentences.

We have created a bus station inside each classroom and made buses, trains and cars
outside using what we could find and looked at and created maps. In art we used charcoal
to do observational drawings of transport in the car park and in DT we designed and finally
made our own individual buses.

Our ‘Terrific Transport’ topic was enhanced with our first school trip to the wonderful
Beaulieu Motor Museum. We had a fantastic time looking at different transport through
the years, riding on a vintage bus and going on a transport hunt. You couldn’t take the
smile off our faces all day. This led to an impressive writing recount which wouldn’t have
been possible without this amazing experience. Thank you to all the parent helpers that
came with us.
In maths, we have been focusing on building 9 and 10. We have been using our 10’s frame
to look at how many more we need to make the amount of 9 and 10. This has been a great
way to introduce number bonds. We have continued our subitising skills and have enjoyed
challenges with this by looking at different sized objects and remembering to use our
grouping skills.
In RE, we have been looking at the topic ‘Lent’. In this unit, we have been working
towards answering the ‘Big Question’ How can we love and care for others this Lent?
We have been looking at the Gospel reading of Bartimaeus. We learnt how Jesus
performed a miracle and healed Bartimaeus using his hands. As an activity, we tried
to draw a picture of ourselves with blind folds on. We then told each other how it felt
not being able to see. Mr Doyle even had a go! We have thought about how Jesus
showed kindness, care and love using his hands and how we can do this during Lent.

This half term, we have been planting bulbs and beans. We have discussed how to
look after them and the children have loved the responsibility of watering and
caring for them. During science week, we planted our own cress seeds in our little
face pots and have continued to look after them, making observations on their
growth. We can’t wait to continue planting next term!
Thank you for another successful half term and your continued support. Have a
wonderful Easter break.
The Reception Team
Year 1 News
This half-term started with a BLAST into space! The children really enjoyed making their own passports to space,
dressing up as astronauts and visualising planets by listening to classical music. The children then planned their very
own imaginary planet and created a model of it with balloons, papier mâché and paint. This inspired us to write lots
of interesting adjectives to describe our imaginary planet. We have been working hard to remember our Phase 5
sounds and have practised using a sound mat to include them in our writing. It has been a delight to see how immersed
the children are in the Out of Space theme. In choosing time, we’ve seen such creativity inspired by our learning - from
independent writing on planets to magnetic and Hama bead solar systems!

The children really enjoyed reading our Power of Reading text, ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon. We imagined what Beegu’s
home planet might be like by drawing a picture and labelling it with adjectives. Currently, the children are preparing
to complete their big write for Space. Having created their own picture and word banks for each planet, they will be
forming fact-files for our solar system.

During our topic time, the children also looked through different images from famous
artists and identified that Jackson Pollock’s painting looks similar to starlight images of the
solar system! The children had great fun making beautiful drip paintings in the style of
Jackson Pollock!

We have been superstars in Maths, exploring practically the length, height, mass, weight, capacity and volume of
objects and containers. We have also solved many measurement problems, using the vocabulary heavy, light, long and
short. In addition to this, the children have been really trying to focus on understanding the difference between
capacity and volume (Which container has the most capacity? Which container currently holds the biggest volume of
water in it?). We have been trying our best to remember to read a Maths question carefully before tackling the
problem to ensure we are answering it accurately.
In RE, we have been focusing on the season of Lent. The children each came up with a Lenten promise and we have
been discussing these weekly. We have also been finding ways that we can spend more time with God in our daily
lives and how we can ensure we are not distracted from this mission. As a class, we created guides to help us navigate
the season of Lent. The children understand the meaning of the colour purple to signify preparation and came up with
lovely ideas of how to be more like Jesus, such as: giving money to others, giving up something we like or helping our
friends and family.

Thank you again for your continued support in the children’s reading. We are working
hard in our ‘Mix-up Phonics’. Our focus every morning is decoding and identifying sounds
in as many alien words as we can. We have been fishing for them in sand and adding
buttons and bars to words in chalk on the playground! As much work on this at home
would be greatly appreciated.
Wishing you all a restful Easter break,
The Year 1 Team.
Year 2 News
Year 2 have had another busy term! We began our new topic, ‘Tangled Tales’, with a
dress up day where the children came dressed as their favourite book character (with a
twist). We had so many different characters, from ‘Fantastic Mrs Fox’ to the ‘LFG’ (Little
Friendly Giant). Then, the children wrote riddles based on who they had dressed up as.
Thank you so much for providing the children with such fantastic costumes!
In Literacy, the children have explored and read a range of traditional tales such as Jack and the Beanstalk, Goldilocks
and the Three Bears, Little Red Riding Hood and The Three Little Pigs. As well as this, the children have listened to some
tangled tales including Goldilocks and Just the One Bear and also, The Wolf’s Story. We have been so impressed with
their story telling skills and they have become brilliant authors to their own stories. As well as retelling stories, the
children have also written diary entries in role as different characters. They have all been working incredibly hard
during their ‘Big Writes’ this term and we were blown away with their setting descriptions based on the Three Little
Pig’s cottages.
In Design & Technology, the children have designed, made and evaluated their own carriage
for Cinderella. They learnt about wheels and axles and how they work together. First, they
created mock up carriages including wheels, axles and chassis and then used their problemsolving skills to work out what they needed to change in order to make it work. They also
got to put on their safety goggles and have a go at cutting their own axles in the DT room.
The children were extremely sensible and loved having a go at something they hadn’t done
before!
The children have continued to ‘wow’ us in their Computing lessons this half term. They
have become skilled programmers and have used the ‘Scratch Junior’ app to program their
‘Sprite’ (character) to complete different actions. They have worked extremely well together
and have learnt so much from one another. Their ability to program the character to walk,
spin, talk, ask questions or change scene has been incredible, and seeing their progress from
start to finish has been so rewarding for them.
We began the Lenten season by writing our own Lenten promises. These promises were stuck onto our Lent display
board to show the journey we were making towards Easter. So many of the children have been updating us on how
well they have kept to these promises and are so proud of themselves for this. The focus in our RE lessons has been
of forgiveness and how Jesus would want us to forgive. The children have listened to and discussed a number of
parables such as ‘The Unforgiving Servant’ and ‘The Lost Sheep’. They have also learnt about the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and how this brings us closer to God. As always, their responses have been thoughtful and reflective.
Thank you so much for all of your support this term. We hope you have a restful and sunny Easter break 😊.
The Year 2 Team
Year 3 News
The children started the term with an amazing, hands on food experience as an introduction to our new topic ‘TentTastic Tales’ which has allowed us to explore Central Asia through stories. During the day, the children learnt how to
make plaited bread, and then tasted a variety of different foods that are eaten within Central Asia.

An afternoon session with the author, Sally-Pomme Clayton, sat under a tent lit with magical
fairy lights, inspired the children to delve deeper into our power of reading text, ‘Tales told
in Tents’. Her retelling of Zarina’s Orchard, captured the children’s imaginations and allowed
them to write their own versions of this tale.
In Science, the children learnt about how light travels, and investigated shadows. The
children worked in groups to create shadow puppets and then used them to retell the story
of ‘The carpet of Dreams’. Through this activity, they were able to learn about how shadows
can be made larger and smaller, darker and lighter.
The work of Henri Matisse and his ‘Cut-Out’ pictures, allowed children to learn about primary and secondary colours,
alongside contrasting and complementary colours. Children then used this knowledge and these skills to make their
Mother’s Day cards. It was great to see how their imaginations ran wild, with some introducing 3D sculptures and
writing to their creations. The final part to their art project, was to create their own carpet of dreams, using a ‘batik
technique’ and sticking and stitching items onto a piece of material. This definitely took some patience and resilience
to complete.
World book day was great fun as we dressed up as some of our favourite book
characters and had a Year 3 ‘catwalk show’ in the corridor to show off our
costumes. It tied nicely into our big reading push, with the children being
encouraged to get their reading records signed more regularly and read more at
home. More and more book worms are being seen!
In computing, children have continued to use scratch to create algorithms to make
their pianos play a tune and have explored paper branch databases.
Ash Wednesday was a special day in class as we had a special Liturgy with Juliette, and experienced having the ash
cross on our hands. As we have learnt more about Lent, it has been lovely to hear about the children’s experiences of
their ‘First Reconciliation’. The children have been thinking about how they can show compassion for others and
learning about bible stories where Jesus showed compassion for others.
To finish our topic, the children have been practising their chopping, slicing and peeling skills and have followed a
recipe to make Plov (a savoury rice dish eaten in Central Asia). The highlight though was working in groups to create
dens, and telling tales around a fire with a cup of hot chocolate. A fantastic end to a very creative term!
We wish that you all enjoy the Easter break, and are able to get out and make your own special memories and tales!
The Year 3 Team
Year 4 News
It has been another busy, yet fruitful half term in Year 4. We kicked off the half term with our new topic ‘Amazing
Arachnids’, linked to our Power of Reading text ‘Charlotte’s Web’. The first day back was a rather bug-tastic beginning,
discussing all things creepy crawly and conducting our own research on giant spiders found around the world. The
children produced some amazing ‘Top Trump Cards’ about their chosen spider and even had a go at playing a game of
Top Trumps with some of them!
We soon got stuck into ‘Charlotte’s Web’ in our Literacy lessons. The children
thoroughly enjoyed learning of Wilbur the Pig’s adventures in the Zuckerman’s farm
and his interactions with the other farm animals. The children had the opportunity to
make their own spider webs, choosing the words that they would have put in the web
in order to save Wilbur from getting the chop. As a result, the children became
journalists and wrote their own newspaper articles, reporting on the events at the farm
when the web was first found. These were absolutely incredible and really showcased
the best of what the children are able to produce, using a range of different literary
features and writing for effect. More recently, the children have taken a deep-dive into
the descriptions of how the characters and settings have been portrayed by the author.

They considered a range of opinions including: their own, the other farm animals and that of the author.
In Science, we have been learning more about how our body works, focussing more specifically on the digestive
system. We explored the functions of the different organs, considering their importance in helping us to effectively
digest our food. The children then applied their understanding to analyse the digestive system of farm animals,
identifying the similarities and differences between cows and humans.
Year 4 have particularly been enjoying their weekly computing lessons and have learnt about
photo editing. They have taken to the computers to practise cutting, cropping and layering in
order to achieve different finishes on their photos. Using images linked to our topic, the children
were able to create their own photoshopped images, taking simple pictures of farms and barn
animals and making them do rather crazy things! We were impressed with how quickly the
children were able to learn and understand the editing software, and at how confident they felt
in trialling a range of other features that we hadn’t explicitly shown them.
This half term, we have had our class masses. It was so lovely seeing the children partake
so respectfully in their mass, delivering their lines beautifully and prayerfully engaging
with the Priest. Linked to our RE topic of Lent, the children created their own offertories,
decorating a heart detailing something that they wanted forgiveness for and then
presenting these at the altar. At the start of our Lenten period within RE lessons, the
children identified something that they wanted to give up, which are up in our
classrooms. We hope that the children were able to keep to their promises!
We have been extremely proud of the way that the children have been learning their times tables and have taken to
TT Rockstars with real zest and determination. They are constantly working to beat their personal bests and are feeling
incentivised by the promise of a sweet treat every fortnight. We are feeling confident that the children are going to
‘go for gold’ in their Times Table check in June!
We really appreciate all the support you give us, especially in helping with learning times tables and reading.
We hope that you have a restful Easter.
The Year 4 Team
Year 5 News
This half term, Year 5 have been busy learning about migration as part of our topic, The
Goldrush. As we progressed through our Power of Reading text, the Matchbox Diary, the
children followed the migration story of the central character, the great grandfather. We
learnt that as he was unable to read and write, he collected objects which he stored in
matchboxes to remind him of important memories. Having made predictions, the children
learnt that he migrated to America, as many Italians did during the nineteenth and twentieth
century, following his father who migrated to America for work due to a severe drought in
Italy. As a migrant, the great grandfather faced discrimination upon his arrival. The children
wrote diary entries to document his journey and the struggles he encountered along the
way. To add extra information, we learnt how to use parenthesis marks, including brackets,
dashes and commas.
The children learnt that another way to document a life story is through an autobiography. Keen to find out what
happened to the great grandfather, the children made their own matchboxes where we hid clues to reveal how his
life in America turned out. After an awful start, the great grandfather lived a long and fulfilling life. To record this
change, we experimented with using a range of subordinating conjunctions such as despite and although to create
cohesion.
In Art, we studied the illustrations from our class text by Bagram Ibatoulline who creates
realistic pictures which are easily mistaken for photographs. We learnt the skills of shading
and the pencil sketching techniques. After learning how to produce portraits in proportion,
the children enjoyed the challenge of producing their own portrait drawing to put into their
own personal matchbox diary.

A highlight of our half term has been listening to migration stories from members of our own community. We enjoyed
hearing stories from different families and plotting their journeys on a map. With a secure understanding of migration,
we then explored the push and pull factors of the Californian Gold Rush, unpicking the events and the effect such
migration has upon an area’s geography. In particular, we compared the impact migration had upon different areas
with the creation of boom and ghost towns. We then learnt about significant people in the Gold Rush, including those
who first made the discovery.
Following on from the Anglo-Saxon work in our previous topic, the children planted
runner plants which have successfully established their own roots and the potato
seedlings have also gone underway and are planted ready for a summer term harvest.
This term in Science, we have been learning how to separate different materials
through filtration, evaporation and separation. Also, we have been exploring reversible
and irreversible changes. Year 5’s final challenge was to apply this knowledge to pan
for gold, just like a Forty Niner during the Gold Rush, by separating golden nuggets from
the rest of a mixture.
During RE, we have been thinking out why change is a key theme in Lent. The children enjoyed writing a modern-day
version of the Temptation of Christ and practicing resisting temptation in their day-to-day lives.
We wish you a joyful and restful Easter holidays.
The Year 5 team.
Year 6 News
This half term, Year 6 have enjoyed reading our Power of Reading text, Skellig, as part of
our class topic – Where Your Wings Were. In this story, the main character, Michael,
encounters an unfamiliar creature living in his garage. This creature, otherwise known as
Skellig, would often request pork char siu and vegetable spring rolls from the local Chinese
restaurant. In Literacy, we analysed and unpicked the various features of recipes before
writing our own set of instructions for making Skellig spring rolls. In particular, we focused
on accurately punctuating bullet points as well as using brackets, dashes or commas to
add additional information. Using these recipes, we then prepared our own spring rolls
to enjoy.
After finding this mysterious creature, Michael is in a state of turmoil; he is also concerned
with moving house and his younger sister’s ill health. We considered how Michael might
be feeling by making inferences from the text in order to write our own internal
monologues from Michael’s perspective. As part of this, we focused on using semi-colons
to join related ideas as well as the subjunctive mood to outline fears, hopes and wishes.
In the story, Michael befriends Mina who lives across the road. Mina is home-schooled
and her biggest writing inspiration is the 18th century poet, William Blake. We spent time
reading a range of Blake’s poems, analysing their structure, imagery and rhythmic pattern.
We then replicated one of Blake’s most famous poems, The Tyger, before decorating
these in Blake’s artistic style.

In Science, we have been learning about Charles Darwin, Mary Anning and the theory of evolution. We first
investigated how the shape of a bird’s beak adapts over time depending on the food available in a certain environment,
just like Darwin observed in the Galapagos Islands. We also learnt about inheritance and variations, identifying how
certain genes are passed onto future generations depending on how dominant or recessive they are. We finished this
half-term by focusing on the process of fossilisation, suggesting how body and trace fossils can help us uncover more
about the past.

Coinciding with our research into Mary Anning, in geography we have been learning
about coastlines and how these have changed over time as a result of erosion and
material deposition. We investigated the effects of different types of weathering and
how this impacts rock formations, using Sandbanks and Durdle Door as local case
studies. To protect our coastlines, we explored various coastal management schemes
before documenting the many features of the Jurassic Coast, the birthplace of Anning
and the backdrop to her many fossil finds.
Year 6 have had a fantastic half term and have continued to show enthusiasm and
resilience in all aspects of their learning. We wish you all a happy Easter holiday.
The Year 6 Team.
Forest School News
Forest School began this half term with the final sessions for the groups from RKH, 1JD and 2LM that were missed due
to the storm day. We finally had our marshmallows toasted on the fire! After that, it was the turn of groups from RSR,
1AS and a new group from 2LM. We all had a look for various items around our Forest School area during our nature
scavenger hunt in the opening session.
As Spring has sprung upon us we have had many discussions about what this brings in terms of new life and regrowth.
It has been heart-warming for us to spot flowers appearing and plants budding, as well as wonderful wildlife such as
a variety of butterflies!

We were all treated to special guest appearances this half term! First up, we had Amanda from Sustrans, who helped
us examine the wide variety of lichen on and around our trees. We filled in surveys to determine whether our site had
lichen that enjoyed clean air or polluted air. Thanks Amanda! Next up, it was the turn of our resident bird expert, Ollie
from Year 6. He wowed all the children by helping us all identify different birds and we all joined in with bird feeding
and bird watching sessions after. All the children gained so much knowledge from this, so thanks once again, Ollie!
As if all that wasn’t enough, we have enjoyed activities ranging from den building and bug hunting, to clay model
making and of course, campfire cooking! The Reception children have had a go at tree rubbing, making clay hedgehogs,
and balancing on the slack line as well! And, as you read this, the children should have enjoyed their customary final
session treat of toasted marshmallows and hot chocolates!
Our Forest School area continues to develop with trees planted to attract more wildlife, but more of that elsewhere
in the newsletter!
Have a restful Easter period, and try to see how much new Spring wildlife you can spot while you are out and about!
From Mr Motte (Forest School Leader)
Music
It has been a delight to meet with some of our choirs again who have been singing their hearts out! All Year 5 and Year
6 children are welcome – Year 6 choir meets on a Friday lunchtime and Year 5 choir meets on a Tuesday lunchtime.
Hopefully, we will be able to invite singers back from other year groups very soon!
The Year 6 orchestra have also been meeting and practicing regularly – they are currently learning to play Star Wars.
All Year 6 instrumentalists are welcome on Wednesday lunchtimes. Again, we hope to be able to open orchestra to
other year groups in the near future.

Children continue to work really hard in their peripatetic instrumental lessons. If your child wishes to continue with
their lessons in the Summer Term, the payment is due now. We have a very limited number of places available for
new starters, especially for woodwind instruments (flute and clarinet) – please contact Mrs Byles at lbs@stpeters.bournemouth.sch.uk if you would like an application form.
A HUGE congratulations to
Taylor in Year 5, and Emma
in Year 3 who both recently
passed their Initial ABRSM
piano exams with Merits –
well done girls!

Exciting news for Year 5: After the Easter holidays, all Year 5 children will be
learning to play a Brass instrument in their music lessons! Children will be
issued with either a trumpet or trombone in their first music lesson of the
Summer Term, to use in their music lessons, and to take home to practice.
Please ensure that instruments are always brought back to school on Fridays
for lessons! These lessons are part of the First Access scheme which is funded
by the Arts Council England. There will then be an opportunity for children to
continue learning their instrument as they move into Year 6 if they wish to.
Young Minds
We have received a certificate from Young Minds, acknowledging that our ‘wear green
for growth’ day, which took place during Children’s Mental Health week, raised over
£480 in support of their charity work.
Book Fair
Thank you to everyone who supported our recent Book Fair, either by coming into
school or ordering via your child’s Wish List. We have earned almost £1000 in Rewards
which will enable us to order books for our library!
Tree Planting Event
A call was put out for volunteers to join in with a tree planting event in the school field on Saturday 7th April. At 10
o’clock people started arriving and we were soon joined by over 30 volunteers, ranging from children in Reception up
to Year 6, along with many parents. There were even a couple of Year 7 children returning to help us!
Zach and Phil from Caritas provided all the trees and lots of planting tools, and everyone found a space marked out
and set about planting the trees. We had a line of beech and hornbeam that will grow together to form a hedgerow
marking a boundary to our Forest School area. Then there were hawthorns growing along by the fence while some
maples will help shield the front of the “Fire Circle” area. Finally, we planted 8 groupings of silver birches. After that
we enjoyed refreshments and a quick group photo for those who were still remaining at the end!
In just over 2 hours our wonderful band of volunteers planted a great number of new trees that will grow and
encourage wildlife into our space over the coming years.

Thanks to Sienna, Joshua and Olivia in Reception; to Sebastian in Year 2; Jacob B in Year 3; Gregory and Otis in Year 4;
Freddie and Elliot in Year 5; and Ollie, Bruno and Jack H in Year 6. Thanks to all of the parents, and thanks to Mrs
Preston who provided gardening and organisational expertise! Thanks also to Phil and Zach from Caritas who we will
be working with on numerous “eco” projects over the coming months.
Mr Motte (Forest School Leader)
Achievements Outside of School
Congratulations to Esmé, Lily, Elodie and Natalie who recently took part in a
cheer competition with Bournemouth Elite Cheer. The girls and their team
came 2nd place, earning them a place at the championship in Peterborough in
June – good luck girls, we look forward to hearing how you get on!

A huge well done to Amelia and Alba who helped to marshal the Bournemouth
Bay Run last Sunday and were absolutely brilliant. Violet and Rafa also provided
some much-needed cheer support and high fives to the appreciation of many
runners!
Appeal for Shirt Donations:
Next term, Upper Key Stage 2 will be working with oil paints and mod roc (very messy work). If you
have any old shirts or overalls that could be donated to our art department which could be used
for these types of activities, then they would be greatly appreciated. Please hand any donations into
the office or your child’s class teacher at the beginning of next term.
Thank you, Mrs Ryan.
Thank You
We would like to express our sincere thanks to those Year 1, 2 and 4 parents who have supported with our Road Safety
Sessions and/or the walk to Swimming Lessons for a number of weeks this term. Without your help, it would be very
difficult for these opportunities to go ahead.
Absence Requests
We are receiving a high volume of requests for absence from school for reasons that cannot be authorised. Given how
much classroom learning time has been lost as a result of isolation periods, it is vital that children are in school when
they can be. Following the Easter break, we will be reviewing attendance for the spring term. If your child’s attendance
has fallen below 90% (with expected attendance set by the government at > 65%) and their record shows any
unauthorised absences, then you will receive a letter reminding you of the importance of regular attendance at school.
If you would like any advice or support regarding your child’s attendance at school, then please do not hesitate to
contact Mrs Barrington (our pastoral support worker) – CBG@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk
We understand that some planned medical appointments have to take place within the school day. Please do try to
minimise the impact of these by arranging to bring your child to school before and/or after. The school office requires
a copy of the appointment letter in these circumstances. Many thanks in advance for your understanding.
Parking in the School Car Park
Unfortunately, we still have a number of parents using the car park without authorisation. This is causing a concern,
particularly in the morning when our children are arriving for breakfast club. This is compounded as staff arriving for
work are being blocked by parents who have dropped off and are trying to exit. We have also received a number of
complaints from parents questioning why other parents are using the car park. With the increasing number of staff
and after school providers on-site, we are unable to sustain the amount of traffic on-site and would ask that unless
you have prior permission from Miss Wogan that you do not use either the driveway or car park for drop-off/collection.

School Crossing Patrollers
The council are currently advertising for relief School Crossing Patrollers to support school road crossings when
permanent patrollers are absent. Successful applicants can either choose to just cover their own school crossing or
alternatively work on a number of crossings local to them. For more information please visit:
https://jobs.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/JobDetails.aspx?msg=YyO2uJfoLCZNXQH9ZY3acbsPzicSCBaF5Yzb33sSSh8%3d

