
 

 

Safeguarding Updates: 

 

Bournemouth school’s smartphone ban praised  
St Peter's Catholic School in Bournemouth has implemented a smartphone ban for Year 7 
pupils, receiving positive feedback from deputy headteacher James Wilder. The policy, 
introduced after a survey revealed that 97% of parents felt smartphones threatened 
children's wellbeing, has increased engagement in traditional play.  
BBC News    

Children as young as 13 using ketamine in schools  
The Manchester Evening News talks to youth workers and experts about a growing trend of 
children as young as 13 using ketamine in school toilets, parks, and Piccadilly Gardens. Glynn 
Potts, CEO of the Greater Manchester Youth Federation, says ketamine "is incredibly cheap 
and really easy to obtain", having taken over from vapes loaded with Spice as one of the 
biggest concerns. Professor Rob Ralphs, who works on the GM Trends study, says it could be 
argued that "ketamine is the drug of choice for this Covid generation", and that if "the 
motivation for taking it is about self medicating anxiety or depression or loneliness, people 
are using it more on a daily basis".  
Manchester Evening News    

'Urgent action' needed to keep children out of drug gangs  
Former Children's Commissioner for England Baroness Longfield has called for "urgent 
action" from the Government to address the growing number of children being drawn into 
organised crime - with children as young as 13 now running county lines drug operations in 
some areas. While the number of children referred for criminal exploitation has risen by 
50% in two years, to 15,700, Baroness Longfield says these figures are "the tip of the 
iceberg", with many children involved in county lines gangs never officially flagged. The 
Baroness's charity, the Commission on Young Lives, has called for a national "Sure Start 
Plus" programme for teenagers, for new laws to punish child exploitation more harshly, and 
for an end to the "culture of exclusion" in schools, particularly for primary pupils.  
Sunday Express    

Schools urged not to become 'therapeutic institutions'  
Former Ofsted chief inspector Baroness Spielman has urged schools to refocus themselves 
on core academic and extracurricular activities, and warned against conceiving of 
themselves as "therapeutic institutions". If they do so, she suggests, "and are looking for 
things to be wrong with the child, they’ll probably find some. And we’ll stay in this sort of 
negative spiral of unintentionally encouraging children to find things to be unhappy about." 
The danger, she argues, is that " you get into a downward spiral where the more of that kind 
of [mental health] support you give to a child, the more you reinforce the idea that they 
can’t cope without it". By contrast, she stresses the importance of extracurricular activities, 
saying that not "just learning in the narrowest sense of English and maths but structuring 
good experiences for children in choirs and orchestras and sports activities, as well as good 



lessons … all the things that really do enrich education and contribute to children’s 
wellbeing".  
The Sunday Times    

Girls' safety fears escalate alarmingly  
A new Girlguiding survey highlights growing concerns about safety and misogyny in schools. 
More than half of girls aged 11 to 18 (58%) reported experiencing toxic or sexist remarks 
from male pupils, while nearly a third (32%) had witnessed teachers or staff subjected to 
misogynistic abuse. Alarmingly, one in 10 girls aged 11 to 16 said they do not feel safe at 
school, with the figure rising sharply among LGBTQ+ (21%) and disabled girls (30%). Safety 
concerns are shaping attendance too: 10% of girls admitted missing school to avoid 
harassment, a proportion that doubles among disabled pupils. Even younger children are 
affected—32% of girls aged seven to 10 reported uncomfortable comments from boys, and 
17% said boys regularly commented on girls’ bodies. Girlguiding is urging schools and local 
authorities to adopt clear strategies to tackle misogyny while also calling on political leaders 
to improve safety in public spaces.  
London Evening Standard   The Guardian   The Independent UK    

 

 


