
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Design and Technology 
The children will use their research of Australian 
animals to design, through annotated sketches, 
their own walking toy to share with our younger 
children.  
 
Working with simple tools the children will then 
make their toys. They will then evaluate their final 
piece, taking on board the views of others.  

Literacy 
In Literacy we will look at Aboriginal myths and how 
they explain an aspect of creation eg ‘Bunda’s 
Dreaming,’ by Jay Mathews and ‘Rainbow Bird,’ by Eric 
Maddern and Adrienne Kennaway. 
 
In studying these stories, we will identify the structure 
of a myth as well as other literacy devices such as 
strong verbs, interesting adjectives, similes and 
metaphors. The children will write their own myths 
and edit and improve them, before presenting and 
illustrating them to be shared.  
 
Following our focus on Aboriginal Myths, we will move 
onto looking at our shared text ‘Fox’ by Margaret Wild 
and Ron Brooks. By looking at the opening illustration 
we will generate language to describe how it feels to 
step inside this book.  We will turn our vocabulary into 
a poem inspired by the scene, selecting appropriate 
vocabulary and considering how choices can change or 
enhance meaning, as we continue through the book 
we will learn more about the relationship between 
‘Dog’ and ‘Magpie.’ The children will write in role 
advising Magpie on what to do, or as Magpie asking to 
be left alone. 
 
When a new character, ‘Fox’. Is introduced to the 
relationship we will set up a conscience alley 
representing Dog and Magpie to listen to and consider 
why in the case of Magpie she should stay or go and, 
what in the case of dog he should do or say to 
encourage or dissuade Magpie from going. The 
children will write ‘Dear John…’ letters appealing to 
Magpie to stay. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Understanding the World 
Geography 
The children will locate Australia (in relation to Europe 
as well as North and South America) on a map.  
 
We will identify key topographical features and 
physical characteristics of Australia and compare this 
with the UK. 
 
The children will present their knowledge of the human 
and physical features using a range of methods eg 
sketch maps, plans, graphs and digital technologies.  
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Art and Design 
We will learn about Aboriginal Art and develop our 
painting and control techniques to decorate a 
boomerang or a didgeridoo in this style.  
 
The children will learn to sketch animals (e.g. a dog, 
magpie and fox) in the style of the illustrations in ‘Fox’. 
 
The children will use these skills to illustrate their own 
aboriginal myth using a textured effect, as seen in 
‘Fox’, to create/capture the Australian landscapes. 
 
  

 

 

Enrichment 
The children will kick-start this topic by solving a set of puzzles which will 
reveal our theme. They will ask questions, which we will answer during our 
topic, to help them broaden their knowledge of our world. 
 
The children will read a selection of aboriginal myths. In groups, they will 
create interactive sacks to accompany their myth, which they will then use 
to re-tell the story to their peers.  
 
The children will be creating their own aboriginal art. 
 
They will be designing and making moving toys based on an Australian 
animal. 

 
 

Understanding the World 
Science 
The children will investigate that most living things live in habitats to which 
they are well suited. They will explore and describe how the different 
habitats in Australia (eg desert, bush, Great Barrier Reef) provide for the 
basic needs of the animals and plants that live there. We will also consider 
how animals have adapted and evolved over time to survive the harsh living 
conditions. 
 

The children will consider grouping the animals in different ways eg where 
they live, what they eat, features. They will then create a classification grid  
 

The children will then look at how habitats change over time eg weather, 
and the effect that this has on wildlife. They will find out how human 
behaviours impact both positively and negatively on different habitats Eg 
Australian fires, Tourists taking the reef, the positive effects of nature 
reserves. 

 
 

PSHE 
Using our Focus text ‘Fox’ we will explore overcoming 
difficulties/barriers, friendship, loyalty, taking risks and 
betrayal/trust. 
 
We will consider how Magpie feels at different/key 
points of the story. What could she do? What choice 
does she make? What would you have felt/done in her 
position? Why? 
 
We will use the qualities displayed by/associated with 
‘Dog’ and ‘Magpie’ to review our whole-class 
charter/friendship system. 
 
 
 
 

RE 
Aboriginal myths were used to explain 
‘Creation’. We will compare this to our own 
beliefs.  
 
In our focus text, Magpie faces a ‘barrier.’ We 
will consider what our faith teaches us to do if 
we have a difficulty.  

 

Mathematics 
Having learnt about the landscapes of Australia and popular tourist 
attractions the children will be challenged to budget a trip there in which 
the children will need to use an apply the four number operations.  
 

The children will create a graph comparing the physical features in Australia 
and the UK (eg No. of rivers, mountain ranges etc.) 


